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The Second Article: John 1:1-14
Frank Gantt

In the last issue we began an Advent series baséuedhree Articles of the Apostles’ Creed. We
were reminded that while God is the Creator of keaand earth, the Bible rarely refers to Him asé&at
because of this fact. Rather, we call Him Fathéefghbecause He is the Father of our Lord JesussCh
and also our Father through our faith in Christ.

Unfortunately, this truth has become blurred im society. In the late 1800s a slogan was
promoted by the Free Masons, which was then addptedainline Christianity in the early 1900s and
has now grown to be a prevalent doctrinal posiagbmany today. The slogan is “The fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man.” It sounds good in &, veaen almost biblical, until you understand the
thought behind the slogan. Basically, it means #lapeople on the earth are children of God armd al
human beings are brothers and sisters of one an@tmase could perhaps be made for that idea @n th
basis of creation, but it also ties in with theaidbat since we are all children of God, we mukbal
headed to the same home, and on that basis we aceépt one another’s beliefs about how to geethe
This movement also demotes Christ to the positioa great teacher who came to teach us how to love
and accept one another. The Christian faith, ®whay of thinking, is just another among a multéuat
moral belief systems.

We see this type of world view gaining momentunoum nation, and it is therefore necessary that
we be reminded what God says concerning Jesushangnportance of the event that we celebrate on
December 25. He speaks to us about these thinlygghim1:1-14:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word washw@od, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through i and without Him nothing was made that
was made. In Him was life, and the life was theHigof men. And the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not comprehend it. There waan sent from God, whose name was John.
This man came for a witness, to bear witness of theght, that all through him might believe. He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witnesdiwdt Light. That was the true Light which gives
light to every man coming into the world. He was ihe world, and the world was made through
Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to $lown, and His own did not receive Him. But
as many as received Him, to them He gave the righbecome children of God, to those who believe
in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor oféhwill of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt amongarg] we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and trut

Martin Luther’s explanation to the Second Artiolethe Apostles’ Creed has been described as
the most beautiful writing among all the writingé men that have not been verbally inspired. It is
certainly worth committing to memory—not just bytherans, but by all Christians—for it captures in a
few sentences the sum and substance of the Chrisith.

Sadly, there are many within the sphere of Clamity who believe they have no use for the
truths set forth in the Second Article and Lutheesplanation. One reason for this view is the
acknowledgment made of man’s sinfulness, a cordiesshich isn’t popular these days. Another reason
is that we have an exclusive statement leavingonmrfor any of the religions of the world as a ptth
righteousness, to God, and to heaven. A third reésthat it leaves man with no ability to assishis
own salvation.

Against all who would dismiss the Second Articlecaduse of these things, the Word of God
through John insist§The Word became flesh . . . In Him was life As.many as received Him, to them
He gave the right to become children of God . e.iMheld His glory . . . full of grace and truthi/hat
the Second Article states and Luther reaffirmsast,fwhether it is believed or rejected, whethes it
clung to or discarded. And it is the most increelibf all facts—God Himself has come to us and bexom
one of us. Touch your face, wiggle your fingerg, yaur toes. God the Son can do all those things-to
not because He is almighty God who can do all #hitgit because He became a Man, flesh and blood,
just as human as we are.



Of course, the Son of God did not come to do Wihbody what you can do with yours. He took
on our nature to do something else, what couldbeatione unless God had come in the likeness of man.
He came to be born under the same Law of God thradesnns us sinners to everlasting destruction. By
His own bodily life He came to keep that Law for. U$ien He permitted all the curses that the Law
threatens against us to be poured out upon HimeddnHe had a real human body and soul, God could
not be wounded for our offenses, bruised for oiguities, chastised to bring us peace, and whigped
bring us healing (Isa. 53:5). He would have no heearush Satan, no hands and feet to be nailéeto
cross. Surely in the manger was laid the greatéisthg world has ever known—the eternal, almighty
God come to be our Redeemer.

Now the beauty of Luther’s explanation to the $wetarticle is that he takes what is universally
true—that Christ has redeemed the world through s$tifering and death—and applies it to the
individual. “He has redeemeahe, a lost and condemned person, purchased andmeoftom all sin,
from death, and from the power of the devil, ndtwgold or silver, but with His holy, precious btband
His innocent suffering and death. He did this thahould be His own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocearegtjoy . . . ” (Sydow ed.). That's the amazing gff
Christmas: that God loved you, whoever you arewhdtever you have done, so much that He came to
take your place and to set things right betweenama Him. Each one of you gets to say with absolute
confidence: Through Jesus Christ God is recontdede and | am forgiven.

Permit me to close with a quote from Luthdrarge Catechisnon this topic, one upon which |
pray the Holy Spirit will keep your hearts focusaing this season and for the rest of your life:

Let this be the summary of this article, that titdel word “Lord” simply means the same as
Redeemer, that is, he who has brought us back thendevil to God, from death to life, from sin to
righteousness, and now keeps us safe there. Tteme parts of this article simply serve to charif
and express how and by what means this redemptasnaecomplished—that is, how much it cost
Christ and what he paid and risked in order to wgrand bring us under his dominion. That is to say,
he became man, conceived and born without sinh@fHoly Spirit and the [v]irgin, that he might
become Lord over sin; moreover, he suffered, died, was buried that he might make satisfaction for
me and pay what | owed, not with silver and goltlwith his own precious blood. All this in order to
become my Lord. For he did none of these thinghimself, nor had he any need of them. Afterward
he rose again from the dead, swallowed up and dedadeath, and finally ascended into heaven and
assumed dominion at the right hand of the Fathee. devil and all powers, therefore, must be subject
to him and lie beneath his feet until finally, hetlast day, he will completely divide and sepatete
from the wicked world, the devil, death, sin, €icappert 414)

What a wonderful gift that was wrapped in swadgllcioth and laid in the manger. What a
wonderful gift has been opened and revealed to mertkrough the Gospel. May the Holy Spirit give us
the grace to value this gift through faith, and riteykeep us in that faith until we come into outhea's
house. Amen!

The Third Article: Acts 4:8-13

Grace and peace are yours from God our FatherandJesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

During His ministry Jesus used light often as & wateach us about the Gospel, that is, about
Himself, His purpose, and what it means to be Hégiple. Light is a very important part of God's
creation, one of the first parts of creation todadled into existence. With the exception of thasst
three days in the beginning, light has always megua created source. Well, the only source thiatesk
those first three days was the power of God keethiaglight shining through the darkness.

Christians are called to be lights, beacons thiaesin a dark world. But since we have no light in
and of ourselves, our light can only be a refledight, and so we are to be mirrors of the glorgtth
belongs always and only to our Savior, Jesus. Wiretiail to reflect the glory of our Savior, veryate
and very great dangers are perpetuated among fmmhtion of the most critical nature is being
withheld, with eternal consequences at stake. Kl@spn mind as we read from Acts 4:8-13:



Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to &m, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israklwe

this day are judged for a good deed done to a hedplman, by what means he has been made well,
let it be known to you all, and to all the peopld Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised fraime dead, by Him this man stands here
before you wholeThis is the ‘stone which was rejected by you buirglevhich has become the chief
cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation in any other, for there isorother name under heaven given
among men by which we must be savedNbw when they saw the boldness of Peter and Janyg
perceived that they were uneducated and untraineeinmthey marveled. And they realized that they
had been with Jesus.

Our text this evening is, once again, not a typigvent or Christmas kind of text. Yet you can
already catch glimpses of its application both twi€€mas and to the Third Article of the Apostles’
Creed. It begins with a phrase that we may be tethfd overlook, Then Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them . . .¥What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Sgiris anyone today filled with
the Holy Spirit2ZCananyone today be filled with the Holy Spirit? Howes$ one know if he or she is thus
filled? What does it feel like?

Do we know what Peter felt like when he was filledh the Holy Spirit? No. Do we nonetheless
know something about being filled with the Holy @i Yes. We know that anyone who is filled witketh
Holy Spirit will walk in harmony with the will of @d. We know that someone filled with the Holy Spiri
will be mindful of the things of God rather thanaflbw, temporal affairs. We also know that anyone
filled with the Holy Spirit will speak the truth,ven in the face of resistance or persecution. Weakn
these things because we read of them again and agéhe lives of Christians in the Bible. John the
Baptist, the great forerunner of the Christ, is erample. Here in our text we have an example fitoen
life of Peter. To be filled with the Spirit indie that one is controlled by the Spirit. God isighand
working through us.

It is in this state that Peter and John faced adlessed the same group that sentenced the Lord
Jesus to death. Remember that fact as you readgthtbis text. They were facing the same men whb ha
the Lord crucified. It had to be intimidating inetlextreme for Peter and John to be hauled befera th
and condemned.

Do you remember, by the wawhy the Jewish authorities had summoned these mer? Rl
healed a lame beggar, a man born lame. Jesus] yecelll, had also healed a man with a congenital
handicap, blind from birth, but He did so on thélssth, which was a point on which the Jews tried to
accuse Him. This man was healed, but not on thb&8hbSo what was the real reason for summoning
Peter and John? As believers in Jesus Christ tleeg going around proclaiming Him to be the world’s
Savior.

Peter pointed out the ridiculous nature of the gaaragainst him when he saiRulers of the
people and elders of Isradf:we this day are judged for a good deed done kelpless man . . .Even
the Jews had to admit that to arrest a man foirigealman born lame was itself rather, well, lafeter,
of course, knew their true motive; so he contind#fdwre this day are judged for a good deed don&to
helpless man, by what means he has been maddewdllbe known to you all, and to all the peopfe o
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Narmarehom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.

Peter went on with words of power that truly shatkés Jewish accusers. It wasn't necessarily
the contentof the words that shocked them (although the ngessartainly could have and should have);
it was thesourceof the words. Hear again Peter’s closing stateraadtthe Jews’ reactiofiThis is the
‘stone which was rejected by you builders, whicls l@come the chief cornerstoneNor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other nanmgler heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.” The reaction of the JewsMNbw when they saw the boldness of Peter and Jatthparceived
that they were uneducated and untrained men, thayeted. And they realized that they had been with
Jesus.

Why couldn’t the educated rulers bully these pannb fishermen into submission? Clearly
because the poor, dumb fishermen were convincethéyruth and filled with the Holy Spirit. Their




boldness, like their faith and trust in Jesus, mdd originate in them; it was a gift given by thel
Spirit. Think back to Peter’s insistence on Mauifidiyrsday that he would never deny his Savior, éfven
all the others would do so. Yet in just a few shwootirs, he denied, even to the point of cursing, an
relationship to Christ. But here he stood befoeeutéry group responsible for having Jesus put &hde
and he not only was claiming to know Jesus, busting that the name of Jesus was the only one by
which anyone could be saved. The difference betweenwo occasions rests in that opening statement:
“Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit . . .”

Here is the great and practical message for ubisntéxt, which is two-fold. First of all, our
salvation from beginning to end is a gift of GodeWeminded ourselves two weeks ago that it is God’s
coming to us, not our coming to God, that is theivéor our child-to-Father relationship with Hiimast
week we heard again how God came to us in the pa&élis Son, who became not just the world's
Redeemer, butny Redeemer from sin, death, and hell. Now we arengethiat even the faith to trust in
the Word made flesh is entirely a product of Gaffert as the Holy Spirit fills us with His poweFhis
is practical because it gives faith a solid fouratatFaith is not the ambiguous hope that evergiil
be fine somehow. Faith is not an intellectual kremlgle that good will finally triumph over evil. Haits a
God-given trust in the Savior-God who never fail&eéep His promises.

Secondly, the message of our text is practical mlgbe reminder that, having been brought to
faith, our power to be witnesses of Christ in theldalso comes from God the Holy Spirit.

At this time of year we put up all kinds of deddvas to focus our thoughts on Christmas. The
most notable decoration to adorn our homes andsyiartight. Why all those Christmas lights? Because
Christ is the Light of the world, and through us ledis His light shine. Now how many of those lights
your tree or in your yard will shine if they do rfiive a power source? None. By themselves theyimema
as dark as the night that surrounds them. So itwiisPeter and John and all the disciples, ant so
with each one of us. Only when we are filled witle tHoly Spirit will we shine brightly in the world,
reflecting for all to see the Light of Life, whodgsus Christ.

The only question that remains is this: How do veedme filled with the Holy Spirit? The
answer lies in our text as well, and interestinghough, it is relayed to us by the very ones whi ha
arrested Peter and John and had put Jesus to déathast verse of our text say®ow when they saw
the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived ity were uneducated and untrained men, they
marveled. And they realized that they had been Jasus.

To be filled with the Holy Spirit, one must speimde with Jesus. We, of course, can’t travel back
two thousand years and follow Jesus around thetomide of Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. But we can
spend time with Jesus through His Word, the Bi&en you spend time at home reading and studying
God’'s Word for yourselves and when you speak G@dsd to one another during the week and when
you gather together to hear His Word at church raeeive the Lord’s Supper, you are spending time
with Jesus. And through that encounter with thei@ahe Holy Spirit will fill your hearts and livewith
His power.

To that end we pray: Holy Spirit, as we meditateYmur Word, the good news of our Savior’s
birth, death, and resurrection, fill us with Youepence, strengthen our faith in Jesus, and swsplyith
Your power so that we may be lights in the worlattfeflect the Light of the world. In His name way.
Amen.

Daniel 12:2 An Exegesis and Contextual Study
David Reim

* The original essay, as written for a 2010Chastoral conference, has been abridged and dilsal e
according to MLA guidelines. See Works Cited ongag for source documentation of quoted material.
All Scripture quotations are New King James, unfested otherwise.



“And many of those who sleep in the dust of theéheahall awake, some to everlasting life, some to
shame and everlasting contemipt

The Last Day?

This verse is often used as a proof text for tlseinmection of the dead on the Last Day. Who
would ever question that? In fact, it is so rouingsed as a proof text for the final resurrectilbat one
almost feels un-Lutheran in questioning such arepted application of the passage. It is, however,
because of our Lutheran commitment to understanthiadSpirit-intended meaning of every passage of
Scripture that we want to delve deeper into thisttenaof application. One basic rule of Bible
interpretation is to understand every passage ioahtext. And a cardinal sin of hermeneutics imke a
passage out of its context and make it say songethizt the words themselves may sound like, but in
contradiction of the context in which the words fmend.
The immediate context of Daniel 12:1-3 has alsanbaigen understood as referring to the last
days. We quote them below.
At that time Michael shall stand up, the great parwho stands watch over the sons of your people;
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as n&as since there was a nation, even to that time. A
at that time your people shall be delivered, evarg who is found written in the book. And many of
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall aywakbme to everlasting life, some to shame and
everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shalleslike the brightness of the firmament, and those
who turn many to righteousness like the stars farewnd ever.

Verse 1 seems to speak of the great tribulatioarbehe end, and verse 3 seems to suggest théhmtea

those who are very active in evangelism will haxgeater glory in heaven.

These verses, however, are part of a much largeexb Therefore let us take a biblically sound,
historical-exegetical look at verse 2 to determatet the Spirit-intended meaning is. First we exsami
the words exegetically and then consider them énhtistorical context of the four visions in the kaw
Daniel.

Exegesis of Daniel 12:2

TONY DD MmH BN L. WP YTIRTN Cn 0037
B2W TITT? nien?

D’ﬁjj adj. masc. pl. much, many

" pref. 11 masc. pl. constr. “those who are sleeping”

NRTR noun fem. sg. constr. of MATN  earth, ground

92Y noun masc. dust, dry earth. The same word is used in Gen. 2:7 (“The LORD God formed man of the
dust of the ground”) and 3:19 (“Dust you are, and to dust you shall return”).

1392 Hiph. Impf. 3" pl. to awake, to be aroused. Used of waking from sleep and also in “Noah awoke
from his wine” (Gen. 9:24).

n%x pron. pl. these

’j}j'? pref. 5 noun masc. pl.; as adj. alive, living; as substantive life

D%ﬁ:] eternity, eternal, long time

mgjq'? pref. 5 noun fem. pl. reproach, scorn, contempt

'(ﬁkﬁj‘,b pref. 5 noun masc. abhorring, abomination, one who is abhorred.

A literal translation And many of those sleeping in the dust of the esiréitl awake: these to life eternal
and these to scorn and abhorring eternal.

There is nothing difficult about the exegesis ftsklis quite straightforward as far as | could



tell—a conclusion also born out by the uniformitytihe translations.
NIV: Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the eavilii awake: some to everlasting life, others to
shame and everlasting contempt.
NAS: And many of those who sleep in the dust ofdheund will awake, these to everlasting life,
but the others to disgrace aewkerlasting contempt
NKJ: And many of those who sleep in the dust ef #arth shall awake, Some to everlasting life,
some to shame and everlasting contempt.
ESV: And many of those who sleep in the dust ofdagh shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Luther:Und viele, so unter der Erde schlafen liegen, werdefwachen: etliche zum ewigen Leben,
etliche zu ewiger Schmach und Schande

in the dust of the earth is a vivid picture of deatspecially since the same manner of speaking
describes man’s death as a return to the dusts@&tend half of the verse certainly seems to benglk
about the truth that we will be raised either &real life in paradise or eternal torment in hell.

, the little wordmin prefixed to the second Hebrew word does raise tiestepn of whether this
really is the final resurrection. The natural usti@nding would be the partitive useroin: “Many of the
oneswho sleep in the dust of the earth . . .” The mjof translations reflect this partitive use, ileh
some seem to ignore it. We know that on the lagtrde just many of those who sleep in the dushef t
earth will rise, but “all who are in the graves Iwikar His voice and come forth . . .” (John 5:Z8-2
Have some avoided the simple translation becaudeegn't fit what they assume to be the senseef th
passage? That is another cardinal sin of Biblerpnégation: to make a passage fit one’s precondeive
idea of the meaning rather than to study the t@stee what it is saying. Many of the surroundingeg
are also interpreted on the assumption that thisevis talking about the final resurrection. Wedee
explore the wider context to see what God has tetida Daniel and to us in this verse.

The historical context of Daniel’s visions

Chapters 7-12 of Daniel contain some of the motdildel prophecies about the future of God'’s
kingdom in the midst of the kingdoms of this worlthese prophecies are portrayed in four visionsrgiv
to Daniel. It's as if God has allowed Daniel to kaato the future through a powerful zoom lenstha
first vision Daniel's lens, so to speak, is zoonvealy out to the widest possible angle. It takeshia t
whole history of the world from King Nebuchadneze@mBabylon right down to the end of time. Each
successive vision then zooms in for a closer ldakeare specific periods and events that would whfiol
the course of history.

We consider a brief overview of the first threamis.

The vision of the Four Beasts and the Eternal Rulem chapter 7

God showed Daniel the four successive world emgas would rule the world right down to
the end of time. They are pictured as four fiereadts.

The winged lionis King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empieewis theing of beasts. He
also had wings of an eagle, the lord of the air.

The fierce bearis the Medo-Persian Empitkat rose up to conquer Babylon, Lydia, and Egypts
the three ribs in its mouth.

The leopard with four wings is Alexander the Great, who flewass the world, devouring the
nations. The image had four heads to portray haikihgdom would be divided up to the four generals
when Alexander unexpectedly died at a young age.

The dreadful beastwith 10 horns and iron teeth is the Roman Empitéhad one little horn,
different from the other 10 horns, that rose up aedame greater than them all. This little horn is
pictured as ruling until the Ancient of Days confiesthe final judgment. It had “eyes like the eyésa
man, and a mouth speaking pompous words” agaiadiittst High (7:8). Daniel saw this horn “making



war against the saints, and prevailing against therttil the Ancient of Days came” (7:21-22). What a
vivid description of the Antichrist coming out df¢é Roman Empire. The papacy of the Roman Catholic
Church has been in many respects a continuatitimedRoman Empire. It does do war against the saints
by the pompous words it speaks against the Modh.Higt when the Ancient of Days comes and judges
the earth, this little horn together with all enembf God's kingdom will be destroyed forever. Thiea
“One like the Son of Man” will reign over His kingth forever.

Given in the last chapter that is written in Chaldenis vision is for the whole world to see that
the powers of the world may fight against God ansl lkingdom, but God will destroy them in the end.
Implied is a warning: Turn to God while there i8l $ime; God’s kingdom will prevail and last forex
The rest of the visions are written in Hebrew, sBanat that time and beyond as messages given piyma
for God's people of Israel.

The vision of the Ram and the Goat in chapter 8

Daniel's second vision zooms in for a closer lookhe next two empires that would arise and
have an impact on God's people; these are the NPedsian Empire and the Macedonian-Greek Empire.
God mentions these two kingdoms by name (8:2042&)ing no question as to whom they refer. Also
contained in the vision of chapter 8 is a very dipicture of what these two empires would be.

The Medo-Persian Empireis pictured as a powerful ram with two horns. Tiae charged to
the west and the north and the south—a portraydieofictual order in which Cyrus the Great conaiiere
the nations in his empire. No one could withstaimal h

The Macedonian-Greek Empire comes into view as a male goat flying across treumd
without touching it—a striking picture of the bldzeg war success of Alexander the Great.

Yet it is one descended from the fourth generalekander who becomes the main focus of this
vision. Out of the Seleucid Kingdom near the endih@ reign of the Greeks, at a time “when the
transgressions have reached their fullness, adhiag arise. . .” (8:23). This king “shall destri@arfully,
and shall prosper and thrive; he shall destroyrttighty, and alsahe holy peoplé (v. 24). He is
described as another “little horn” that grew up olithe others. He would do great harm to the p=opl
Israel, even “taking away the daily sacrifices,tlan his time “the place of the sanctuary was dastn”

(v. 11). But then “he shall be broken without hunmaeans” (v. 25). This is a striking prediction of
Antiochus Epiphanes (or Antiochus 1V), sometimeedathe “Antichrist of the Old Testament.”

There would be dreadful times ahead for the peaplésrael as a result of their growing
transgressions. However, God prescribed that theldtion would be for a limited time and that God
would break the one who troubles them.

The vision of 70 Sevens in chapter 9: Messiah shalbme

The previous vision was so devastating and frightethat Daniel “fainted and was sick for
days” (8:27). About thirteen years later, after talt of Babylon, God granted Daniel a much more
encouraging vision by zooming in even closer onmtfost important and blessed event of all historye—th
coming of the Messiah.

a study of the prophecies written by Jeremiah (@ap), Daniel realized that the time of their
exile was complete. Jeremiah had prophesied 70sya&acaptivity, and that time was up. So Daniel
fasted, put on sackcloth and ashes, and prayedrywo the Lord. He confessed his sins and the si
the people and pleaded for God to forgive themtandstore Jerusalem as God had promised.

Daniel was still praying, the angel Gabriel wastdergive Daniel another vision, which assured
him that in just one more period of 70 the Messi@lald come. This time it would be 70 sevens.

During that time the people of Israel would beabd to leave Babylon and return to Jerusalem.
The city and the Temple would be rebuilt, and niwgtortantly, at the end of the 70 sevens the Massia
would come. Messiah would bring the answer to amlfilliment of Daniel's greatest petition, the
forgiveness of sins. By the end of the 70 seveagrinsgressions would be finished, there wouldrbe



end of sins, reconciliation would be made, everigstighteousness would be brought in, and the Most
Holy would be anointed (9:24). Messiah, here namitd that title in verses 25 and 26, would finiste t
work of redemption.

This would be a very comforting and encouragingppezy, but it also contained the very
ominous and saddening fact that destruction woafdecupon those who reject the Messiah. At the end
of the vision is a very brief look ahead to thetdesion of Jerusalem.

The fourth and final vision in Daniel 10-12

In the previous three visions God sent Gabriekteeal the messages from God to Daniel. Now in
this fourth vision the Son of God Himself has cameive the revelation. It is most crucial to netitie
scope of the entire fourth vision, namely, thatphe-incarnate Christ tells DaniéNow | have come to
make you understand what will happen to your peapléhe latter days, for the vision refers to many
days yet to come(10:14).

What are the “latter days” that Christ is revealinganiel? We are conditioned to think of the
“latter days” as a reference to the end of the avdd that the case here?

Gabriel explained the focus of the second visioa similar way: “Understand, son of man, that
the vision refers to the time of the end” (8:17yakn in verse 19 he says, “Look, | am making knda/n
you what shall happen in the latter time of thagndtion; for at the appointed time the end shelf But
in that second vision God was revealing what wawddpen to Israel near the end of the Greek agd. Tha
makes the prophecy point to about 164 BC. In Hizéldiscourse (Matt. 24) Jesus shows that the time
of tribulation under Antiochus Epiphanes was aigueEment of the end of Israel and the destruabion
Jerusalem. So the “latter days” that the fourthoviseatures could be the latter days of the na@ibn
Israel.

can also look at the designation for God's peoglkeduthroughout the different visions. The first
vision spoke of God’s people as “the saints of Mwst High” who would “receive the kingdom, and
possess the kingdom forever, even forever and €vet8). This kingdom undoubtedly is the same as th
one described in verse 14, the one belonging tdSire of Man “which shall not be destroyed.” Both
references appear to include all of God'’s peogbtrup until the time when the Ancient of Days wbul
come in judgment.

The third vision in chapter 9, the 70 sevens, igeria direct correlation to “your people and your
holy city” (9:24). Daniel prayed for the peoplelsfael, his people, and God’'s answer was spedyfical
about his people and the city of Jerusalem. Akrintetations that extend this vision to the endroé
overlook this important detail and miss the greahfort of our redemption secured by the Messiah (th
Christ).

Now in the final vision Christ again is talking altdwhat will happen to youpeople in the latter
days . . .” (10:14). These are Daniel's people,Xaes specifically, not all the saints of God. Thues
hear Christ declaring this last vision to be foclsa what would become of the nation of Israetjives
a detailed and fascinating description of what @duhppen to Israel right up to its very end. Wisat i
foretold in these final chapters, for the most pare the latter days of Israel as a nation andemo
importantly, as God’s covenant people, not thefadays of the world.

Chapter 11 begins the description of what would happen todlsright up to its end as a nation.
This is, without a doubt, the most detailed, mogtlieit revelation of a future period of time to bmund
in the entire Bible. These chapters provide a vand powerful proof that the Bible is the infalébWWord
of God, for the prophecies were all fulfilled inckuexact detail. It is also a comforting reassueathat
Christ, the promised Redeemer, is also the Kinkirmjs and Lord of lords who rules the nations. fieve
when these powerful kingdoms of the world set thewes against the Lord and His Anointed, Christ and
His kingdom will be victorious. We will take a brieok at the events foretold.

foretold the major events of virtually every foreiging that controlled Israel from Daniel’s time
until the destruction of Jerusalem. Daniel servefirst king of the Medes, Darius, who reignedetibgr



with Cyrus the Persian. After that there would Ioéydour more kings of Persia. The fourth would be
very powerful and rich; that was Xerxes, or Ahassewhom we know quite well as the king who
married a Jewish girl named Esther. He “stirredcallpagainst the realm of Greece” (11:2). Though he
gathered a massive army of more than 2.5 milliom,mee was badly defeated by the Greeks.
Consequently, the Persian Empire was decimated thaeigh the nation of Persia continued for another
135 years, they never really amounted to much #&fteng to the Greeks. For all practical purposes t
Persian Empire was over. And especially as fahagtople of Israel were concerned, Xerxes was the
last Persian king to have power over them.

The next foreign kings to have power over the Jewisople would be Greek. Daniel again saw
how the great king of Greece, Alexander, would ceman untimely end, resulting in his kingdom being
divided up, but not among his own posterity.

The prophecy then gives remarkable detail aboutntiigary campaigns, the alliances, the
political marriages, the intrigue and assassinatibat would happen in the power struggle between t
of the Greek kingdoms: the Seleucid kingdom of &ynihose ruler is called the “king of the Northrida
the Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt, whose ruler is exhlthe “king of the South.” These events are
important to Daniel because the land of Israel sasght in the crossfire between these two regional
powers.

A [available in the original essay] gives an acdmgof the historical fulfillment of the details i
Daniel 11 These include many famous people and events tdrisissuch as the Syrian Wars and
Cleopatra I, the fourth great grandmother of thedas Cleopatra who had affairs with Julius Caesdr a
with his general Mark Antony. The most importamgufie for Israel was Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164
BC), to whom 15 verses of this vision are devotedsrenthan any other king, even though he ruled for
only 11 years. He would cause the greatest grieGGlnd's people. Daniel was also shown how some in
Israel would stand up and fight for God’s Word.d#eted in Daniel 11 is Mattathias, a priest whasefd
to offer profane sacrifices. He killed the kinggemt and fled to the mountains. He and his soesmibst
famous being Judas Maccabeus, would begin the Ndaacarevolt.

Daniel 11:36is the point in the vision that reveals the risaafew and different king.

At first glance the prophecy appears to continuiaterrupted, as though it is still talking about
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. But as one reads on, tigshsaid about this king no longer fit Antiochi |
This king is said to “honor . . . a god which haghers did not know . . .” Antiochus always remdine
faithful to the gods of Greece and tried to fortwerh on the people of his realm. More importantgrse
40 says that “the king of the South shall attack;land the king of the North shall come against i
a whirlwind . . .” Since Antiochus was the kingtbe North, he cannot be the king who is spokemof i
these verses. Notice in verse 36 that he is intedsimply as “the king,” not the “king of the Naitor
the “king of the South.”

So who is this new king? Millennialists suddenlynju here from Antiochus Epiphanes to the
end-time Antichrist. But the whole prophecy solias been an amazing, detailed account of a suooessi
of kings following each other in chronological ord€here is nothing in the text or the contextuggest
or even to allow for such a sudden jump in timee Tarration of the vision simply continues on
unbroken.

Verse 36 says, “He shall exalt and magnify himsélbve every god, shall speak blasphemies
against the God of gods.” That is very similar e tdescription of the “man of lawlessness” in
2 Thessalonians 2:4, “who opposes and exalts hirabele all that is called God or that is worshiped
.” Thus many conservative theologians, includingfitaLuther, have concluded that this new kinghis t
Antichrist. There are many details that would seerfit that viewpoint. But making that identifican
would still require a jump of at least 400 to 6@&xgs between verses 35 and 36. So the same rémson t
excludes the millennialistic interpretation woufgeak against this idea as well.

expression, “the time of the end,” is used agairconnection with this new king. As noted
before, this need not be referring to the end efwlorld, but the end of the nation of Israel. ldgmig
this king with the Antichrist of Rome would take past “the time of the end” thus indicated in the



previous verses.

Who else could this king be? Let’s remember thateéhtire chapter has given us a chronological
succession of foreign kings who have controlled hiody city of Jerusalem and the people of the
covenant. Who was the next foreign king over |&rael

Antiochus IV was tied up in a battle against thetlitans in the East. That was, no doubt, part of
God'’s plan to prevent Antiochus from crushing the$l band of Jewish warriors. With God’s blessings
Judas Maccabeus (the hammer), by his unrelenttagkst on the Syrian forces, finally prevailed tover
them out of Israel. He liberated Jerusalem in 165 &@eansed the Temple, and restored the true vgorsh
of God. The Jews still celebrate this event evergrywith the Chanukah festival. Antiochus IV died a
year later in a military campaign against the Rarh His successor, Antiochus V, withdrew from
Jerusalem entirely and ended the persecution. €le8d Kingdom never recovered. No Seleucid king
ever troubled Israel again, and the last one wsa®ed by the Romans in 64 BC.

The Maccabees continued to expand the territorisiafel almost to its original extent under
David and Solomon. They gained complete indeperelent52 BC, when the Seleucid king recognized
Judas’ brother, Jonathan, as high priest. The yaofiludas and Jonathan became the new royal gynast
of Judea. Known as the Hasmonaeans, this Jewistyfawuld rule until about 63 BC.

In 63 two descendants of the Maccabees, brothersadys and Aristobolus, fought over who
should be king. It was decided to ask the RomamgdriPompeii, who controlled Syria now, to mediate
in the dispute. Pompeii moved into Israel with &rimies. He slaughtered many Jews and made Hyrcanus,
the weaker of the two brothers, the nominal pupplet of the country.

This outcome was part of the Roman system. Thefgpesl to rule by proxy, allowing the local
governor or king to deal with the day-to-day proleof running the country, as long as the Roman tax
was paid and Roman laws were obeyed. Hyrcanus vimmute last Jewish ruler.

expression, “the time of the end,” is very impottamnidentifying this new king. Recall that verse
35 used that expression in connection with the tohéhe Maccabees. They would continue “until the
time of the end; because it is still for the appaihtime.” The end of the Maccabean rule marks the
beginning of “the time of the end” of the nationlsfael. The last clause of verse 35, “because still
for the appointed time,” suggests that God had saimg very big planned at this time near the enthef
nation of Israel.

was the next foreign king over Israel who came dwvgr after the Maccabees and marked the
beginning of the end of Israel? It was none otlemtHerod the Great. Herod was an Idumean, a
descendant of the ethnic group once known as Edsm. descendent of Esau, therefeore, he was not an
Israelite. The remainder of chapter 11 gives aer@sting detailed prophetic account of the exploits
this wicked king. You can read the details of thephecies and their historical fulfillment in Appbx
B.

That brings us tehapter 12 and the verse under consideratiorChapter 11 ends with these
words prophesied about Herod the Great: “He shaihecto his end, and no one will help him.” As
history makes clear, Herod did come to a miserabtelonely death.

Notice how the next verse continues, “At that tildiehael shall stand up, the great prince who
stands watch over the sons of your people; ance thleall be a time of trouble, such as never wasesin
there was a nation, even to that time. And at tina¢ your people shall be delivered, everyone vého i
found written in the book” (12:1).

We have now reached the climactic verses of trsfowni Christ had told Daniel that He was
going to make him understand “what will happen ¢oirypeople in the latter days . . .” (10:14). Heswa
foretelling the time of the end of the nation afald. That time would come according to what isl sai
chapter 12. To take these words out of this cordexttransport them ahead to the tribulation atetick
of the world and the final resurrection does vicketo the simple words given here.

The tribulation of “that time” does not refer toyamend-time tribulation, but to the great
tribulation that came at the end of the nation sfaél. Jesus Himself points to the destruction of
Jerusalem as a fulfillment in Matthew 24:



“Therefore when you see thebomination of desolationspoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing
in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him underdja“then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not gerdto take anything out of his house. And let
him who is in the field not go back to get his bleg. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those
who are nursing babies in those days! And pray yfeatr flight may not be in winter or on the
Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulateuch as has not been since the beginning of thiel wor
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unldssse days were shortened, no flesh would be saved,;
but for the elect’s sake those days will be shadeh(Matt. 24:15-22)

that time the true Israelites would be deliveregpéndix C gives a more detailed account of the

great tribulation and the great deliverance thatioed in AD 70.

, We arrive at verses 2 and &rd many of those who sleep in the dust of thé esdwall awake,
some to everlasting life, some to shame and evertasontempt. Those who are wise shall shinetlike
brightness of the firmament, and those who turnyntarrighteousness like the stars forever and .&ver
Thewaw consecutive ties these verses directly with tinae of tribulation and deliverance in verse 1. We
do violence to the text if we transport the sengeressed here to the end of the world and the final
resurrection. That being said, how then shall weeostand these words?

This would not be the first time that God has diéscr a spiritual awakening as opening the
graves and bringing people to life from the deaghgider Ezekiel 37:11-14. Right after showing Eekki
the valley of dry bones and bringing them to l&ad said:

“Son of man, these bones are the whole housea#listhey indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope
is lost, and we ourselves are cut off” Thereforeghesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Behold, O My people, | will open your graves aralise you to come up from your graves, and bring
you into the land of Israel. Then you shall knowatth am the LORD, when | have opened your
graves, O My people, and brought you up from yoaves. | will put My Spirit in you, and you shall
live, and | will place you in your own land. Theawshall know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and
performed it,” says the LORD.”

Jesus uses the same image when He says, “Mosedlssursay to you, the hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the 8bGod; and those who hear will live” (John 5:25)
Also consider Paul's words in Ephesians 2:4-5: “8ot, who is rich in mercy, because of His greaélo
with which He loved us, even when we were deadespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved).”

Daniel 12:2The great awakening

Let's consider Daniel 12:2 in the chronological st indicated so far, the end of the nation of
Israel. The nation and people had long been iate sif spiritual sleep and were dead in their gkshat
time they would experience a great awakening.

Matthew declared that this time of spiritual awakgrhad come in the ministry of Christ. In this
regard he quoted Isaiah 9:2: “The people who sdarkness have seen a great light, and upon thioee w
sat in the region and shadow of death light hasesti(Matt. 4:16). This prophecy, Matthew stateasw
fulfilled when Jesus began His Galilean ministgsuk likewise declared the time of spiritual awakgn
to have begun when He said, “The hour is comind, rw is when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God; and those who hear will live” (John5j:2

Beginning with the ministry of John the Baptiste fheople began to be awakened from the dust
of the earth as they came to be baptized for tméssgon of their sins. It continued in Jesus’ owinigiry
as multitudes excitedly followed Him. This greatadening came into full force during the ministry of
the apostles on the day of Pentecost and beyondh&power of the Gospel thousands of Jews were
wakened out of their sleep and the dust of theeliaf to spiritual life in Christ.

the Daniel prophecy says, they were “raised tolaseng life.” When Jesus talked about the
spiritual awakening as being raised from the dekdsaid, “He who hears My word and believes in Him



who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall noteamo judgment, but has passed from death ineo lif

. [T]he hour is coming, and now is, when the dedthgar the voice of the Son of God; and those who
hear will live” (John 5:24-25). In other words, Sgawakened in faith already have eternal lifehiir
conversion they are truly awakened to life with Gockver.

What about the last part of Daniel 12:2? How cotilde said that some were awakened “to
shame and everlasting contempt”? There were mamgrotwvho, in spite of their unbelief, were stirred
and agitated by the preaching of John, Jesus,rendgostles. John aroused the unbelieving scribés a
Pharisees. He warned them to flee from the comiraghybut they did not listen. Jesus stirred mauy o
of their sleep of complacency, only to have thenpeateHim. Instead of receiving life, they were
determined to destroy Him. But in so doing, thegtd®/ed themselves, for they were awakened “to
shame and everlasting contempt.” Just as Jesus‘Bi@idvho believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, bedaibas not believed in the name of the only begotte
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, thatlidte has come into the world, and men loved daskne
rather than light, because their deeds were eddhig 3:18-19). Also, at the end of the same champeer
have John the Baptist’s testimony: “He who beliewethe Son has everlasting life; and he who dags n
believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrdtGad abides on him” (John 3:36).

The preaching of the apostles in Jerusalem alsedtthe leaders of the Jews to awake in the
negative way. They threatened the apostles setiras, warning them not to preach in the name of
Jesus. The apostles, of course, couldn't do anytblse but preach the Word. Persecution broke out
against the Christians. All this finally led to tterible unrest in the nation of Israel and fightbetween
different factions, which would culminate in thendl destruction of the nation, the holy city, atsl i
Temple. In that way it is true that a great manyhat time were awakened “to shame and everlasting
contempt.”

Daniel 12:3Those who shine like the firmament

Degrees of glory in heaven? If we remain in thetexinof the end of the nation of Israel and the
great awakening described above, this verse partreyapostles and others as bright lights in thdw
“Those who are wisghe Hiphil could also be translated “those who makise”] shall shine like the
brightness of the firmament, and those who turnyntarrighteousness like the stars forever and &ver.
Jesus said to His disciples, “You are the lighth&f world” (Matt. 5:14), and then told them to “Lyaiur
light so shine before men, that they may see yoodgvorks and glorify your Father in heaven” (5:16)
The apostles and many other believers did shirghtbyi in the world as they proclaimed the Word of
God and lived their faith. The apostles were slgrnightly in the darkness on Pentecost and beyond.
Because of their shining with the light of the Galsghey were also helping to bring about the great
awakening spoken of in verse 2. Through them maople were brought into the light and made wise as
they were turned to righteousness.

The apostles have continued to shine like stathagresent time in that we have their inspired
Word of God today. And they will shine forever.dternity all will hold them in honor for their woik
the building of the Church.

also are called to be lights in the world and toslike the firmament as we show others the way
of salvation today. That is the one thing from lifer on earth that will continue to shine on inreigy, as
we rejoice together with those whom God convertedugh the Word that we shared.

Daniel 12:4 Many running to and froand the increase of knowledg

The glorious Man who spoke to Daniel in chaptersl2ow commanded him to “shut up the
words, and seal the book until the time of the end This prophecy was to be preserved untilttime of
the end. Daniel's prophetic announcements weredesimbolically and had to be “opened,” or revealed
to be understood. In Revelation 5, for exampleydegas given a scroll with seven seals. Each tisesh
was broken, a prophecy was revealed that wouldIfged.



The prophecy given to Daniel was to be sealed I'tim¢i time of the end.” At the time of the end
Jesus opened the seal when He pointed to the prppmélis Olivet discourse as ready to be fulfilled
the coming destruction of Jerusalem. The “abomomatf desolation spoken of by Daniel” was about to
come. All the believers at the time could see amdeustand what had been revealed to Daniel over 500
years before and know that the fulfilment was amgnsoon. In opening that seal as He did, Jesus
provided the warning for them to escape the dréauifd.

The fulfillment of this prophecy would include ahet wonderful thing. Many shall run to and
fro, and knowledge shall increasé/any see these words as a prediction of theihétdstyles that are
common today, running here and there, and alsedlse and speed of transportation in our modern era.
The “increase of knowledge” they see as foreteltimg increase of scientific knowledge by leaps and
bounds. This is viewed as a sign of the imminerfdéeend of the world. While that may be a temgptin
solution, it again takes us away from the time egped as being the end of Israel as a nation. More
importantly, scientific knowledge is not spokenimfthe Bible as true knowledge. For the wisdom and
knowledge of man is shown by God to be foolishn€msnpare 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, especially verse
20: "Has not God made foolish the wisdom of thisrld® True wisdom and knowledge are the
knowledge of God and His Son, a truth revealedrov&bs: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). And in 2 Timothy 3: “Fronmitdhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation tigtotaith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15).

much more wonderful fulfilment of these words woltcur at the time of the end of Israel. The
phrase “run to and fro” means to “go out and comgbfecover an area.” The phrase is used of God &hos
eyes “run to and fro throughout the whole earth”GRBron. 16:9). What a fitting description of the
command Jesus gave His disciples to “go into alworld and preach the gospel to every creature”
(Mark 16:15). And the result of the command was:tthnd they went out and preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them and confirming the word tbgh the accompanying signs” (Mark 16:20). The
disciples truly did run to and fro throughout therth, preaching the gospel. The Apostle Paul went
throughout the Roman Empire, even as far as S@diarch history reveals that Thomas went as far as
India. After persecution broke out in Jerusalerhpse who were scattered went everywhere preaching
the word” (Acts 8:4). The Apostle Paul could sayhis day that the gospel “was preached to every
creature under heaven” (Col. 1:23).

As the disciples went to and fro throughout thalearith the message of the Gospel of Christ,
knowledge did increase in the best way of all. Reewyerywhere came to the “knowledge of the truth”
and were made “wise unto salvation.” Think of Pprgaching to the pagan city of Ephesus or to the
philosophers in Athens and even to Caesar’s holgéhndrome and giving them the knowledge of the
glory of God.

Even though the nation of Israel was crumbling &allehg, the knowledge of Israel's God was
spreading throughout the whole world. The commantho into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature” has not been revoked. We too atedcapon to run to and fro with the message of
salvation in Jesus Christ. The end of the worldaming, and the one thing that people need to know
before the final judgment falls upon them is thegieeness from God that can save them from eternal
suffering. With the true knowledge of God and HenSwe and they have righteousness, peace, and
unending joy.

rest of the chapter brings a few more interestietpits about the final end of Israel as the
covenant people of God, culminating in the totatdection of Jerusalem and the dispersion of tti®ma
of Israel. A more complete account of this prophscfound in Appendix C. One more verse, however,
will help to show that verse 2 has been fulfilledlas not looking ahead to the final resurrectibnhe
dead on the last day. Someone asked in verse @y ‘lblog shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?”
Then Christ, “the man clothed in linen,” statedHis reply: “When the power of the holy people hasib
completely shattered, all these things shall bislied” (Dan. 12:7).

the glory of God's plan. Even as the nation of ésitaad rejected God’'s Son and His salvation
and therefore were mercilessly destroyed, Godtserdrchangel Michael to preserve His true children
the nation of Israel. They were delivered from btite temporal and the eternal judgment. God also



worked a great awakening of His people througrstheing lights of the apostles so that many rosmfr
their sleep to eternal life by faith in God’s Sdimose same apostles and believers then went authat
entire world and caused the knowledge of God toeimee everywhere. Daniel was allowed to see how the
end of Israel was not the very end, but the begmmif the glorious new era of God’s grace in Christ
extended throughout the world. The Apostle Pawicep in this same thing. After considering how the
Jews were cut off the tree of God’s kingdom and tBenwere grafted in so that all Israel is saves,
concluded: “Oh, the depth of the riches bath the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways pagin§ out! For who has known the mind of the
LORD? Or who has become His counselor? Or who ihstsgiven to Him and it shall be repaid to him?
For of Him and through Him and to Him are all théngo whom be glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 11:33-
36).

prophecy finally does get to the last day and th&l fesurrection, but it's in the last verse af th
book. Jesus says to Daniel, “But you, go your whyhte end; for you shall rest, and will ariseyour
inheritance in the end of the days.”

Is there a future application of this prophecy?

whole prophecy is expressly stated to be aboutithe of the end of the nation of Israel, and it
would all be fulfilled “when the power of the hopeople has been completely shattered” (Dan. 12:7).
Therefore it would not be proper interpretatiorsé&y that it also has a future fulfillment beyondaivthe
Spirit expressly says it is about. When the pabillfoent of prophecy is overlooked, the prophesy i
confused and the meaning is lost.

, there are many similarities between the end efrtation of Israel and the end of the world.
There are similarities between the destructioneofisalem and the final judgment and destructiothef
world. Jesus speaks about both events in His Gdilseburse in Matthew 24. In that way Jesus tiesnth
together thematically so that we learn from thedes of the past and are ready for the future.

glory to God who has shown us our end in Christ.

Appendix A
Comparing the prophecy of Daniel 11:5-35 with the Elfillment in History

Vs. 5: “Also the king of the South shall become sting, as well as one of his princes; and he shalliggpower
over him and have dominion. His dominion shall be great dominion.”

The king of the Southor Egypt, was Ptolemy | Soter (Savig8p3-285).

One of his princeswas Seleucus | Nicator (312-281 B.C.). lvbal been the ruler of the North (Syria) for a short
time. Then another of Alexander’s generals, Antigoriried to regain control of the whole empire.ddeceeded
in ousting Seleucus who fled to Ptolemy | in Egyi¢. became one of Ptolemy’s generals, and tog#tegrwere
able to defeat Antigonus.

Gain power over him: Seleucus | regained his kingdom abecame greater at the expense of Ptolemy who
initially helped him. He now controlled the landR¥ilestine.

Vs. 6a And at the end of some years they shall joforces, for the daughter of the king of the Soutlshall go
to the king of the North to make an agreement;

A struggle between the two nations over territorytifvisraelcaught in the middle of this struggle), continued f
someyears. They became known as the “Syrian Wars”.

Join forces: Ptolemy Il Philadelphius (285-246 B.C.) mad@ave to consolidate the two nations by offering his
daughter, Berenice, in marriage to Antiochus Il @@ iterally Antiochus the God, 261-246 B.C.). Tireblem
was Antiochus Il was already married to Laodice tliverefore divorced Laodice and married BereniezeBice



soon had a son, who was to take over both theerorénd southern kingdoms. The agreement was rhatlg,
didn’t prove to be a lasting solution.

Vs. 6b but she shall not retain the power of her ahority, and neither he nor his authority shall stand; but
she shall be given up, with those who brought heand with him who begot her, and with him who
strengthened her in those times.

She shall not retain the power Two years after their marriage in 252 B. C. Baes father, who arranged the
marriage, died. Antiochus Theos then divorced Beesand remarried his former wife, Laodice. Laodi@es upset
about all this so she arranged for the murder phineband and Berenice and her son.

The end result was that the father who plannedpthitical marriage was dead, so was his daughteerBee
together with her husband Antiochus and her someNd them retained their authority.

Laodice then had her son, Seleucus Il Callinicus¢cesed her husband on the throne.

Vs. 7 But from a branch of her roots one shall aris in his place, who shall come with an army, entehe
fortress of the king of the North, and deal with tlem and prevail.

A branch of her roots, her brother, Ptolemy lll, called Euergetes (trem&actor), launched a military campaign
against Syria to avenge his sister's death. Hedkilhodice and utterly defeated the Seleucid kimgdo

Vs. 8 And he shall also carry their gods captive t&gypt, with their princes and their precious artides of
silver and gold; and he shall continue more yearsan the king of the North.

Ptolemy IIl defeated other nations after the SetlsicJerome provides added details about what ryolkl
Euergetes did next.

"When he heard that a rebellion was afoot in Eglyptravaged the kingdom of Seleucus and carriedsoffooty
forty thousand talents of Silver, and also precivessels and images of the gods to the amount @fatvd half
thousand. Among them were the same images whichh@ses had brought to Persia at the time when hguesad
Egypt. The Egyptian people were indeed devoteddtatry, for when he had brought back their godgh&m after
SO0 many years, they called him Euergetes (Benejdcto

Vs. 9 Also the king of the North shall come to th&ingdom of the king of the South, but shall returnto his
own land.

Several years after the Egyptian invasion, Sele@albnicus was able to mount a return attack ogpEg about
240 B. C. Seleucus was defeated and returned toari land and died in 226 B. C.

Vs, 10 However his sons shall stir up strife, andsaemble a multitude of great forces; and one shatkertainly
come and overwhelm and pass through; then he sha#turn to his fortress and stir up strife.

His sons Despite Seleucus Callinicus failure to defeayghis sons were able to do what he could neleugus
Il (226-223 B. C.) his son died in battle in Agwinor. Antiochus Ill the Great (223-187 B. C.) saeded where
his father failed. Antiochus Il began what becaknewn as the Fourth Syrian War. He regained teyrithat was
taken by Egypt. This territory included the landwgel.

And return to his fortress. The NIV has "and carry the battle as far as tigdss.” That was Ptolemy's fortress at
Raphia in southern Palestine.

Vs. 11 And the king of the South shall be moved witrage, and go out and fight with him, with the kirg of the
North, who shall muster a great multitude; but themultitude shall be given into the hand of his enemy



The king of the Southwas Ptolemy IV Philopator (221-203 B. C.). Th&aeits of Antiochus Il only infuriated
Ptolemy IV who assembled a large army in 217 BA@iochus also gathered a multitude to meet thacktat
Raphia. The Egyptian army, led by Ptolemy andfifie-sister, Arsinoe resulted in a complete victtoy Egypt.

Antiochus lost his entire army and fled into theeté Egypt reclaimed southern Syria for the time.

Vs. 12 When he has taken away the multitude, his he will be lifted up; and he will cast down tens &
thousands, but he will not prevail.

Ptolemi IV was proud of his great victory, but hd dot remain victorious for long. He did not conté to pursue
Antiochus IlI, but returned to the comfortable atidsolute life in his palace. As a result Antioclwess able to
regain power by turning his attention to the East pf his kingdom. His campaigns against Bactand Parthia
(Persia) gained him the title "The Great" (212 -B0L.)

Vs. 13 For the king of the North will return and muster a multitude greater than the former, and shall
certainly come at the end of some years with a grearmy and much equipment.

In 203 B. C., Ptolemy IV and Arsinoe had a mystesialeath. Their son, Ptolemy V (203-181 B. C.)eaded
them, he was seven when he took power. Antiochegteat saw his opportunity and assembled a graatey
then his failed attack in 217 B. C. against thédcking.

Vs. 14 Now in those times many shall rise up againthe king of the South. Also, violent men of youpeople
shall exalt themselves in fulfillment of the visionbut they shall fall.

The Egyptian garrison was held at Jerusalem. Seme daw this as a chance to regain their own inkpece and
so joined the battle and rebelled against Ptolemyhé gates of Jerusalem were opened for the awhiestiochus
to attack.

Vs. 15 So the king of the North shall come and buila siege mound, and take a fortified city; and théorces of
the South shall not withstand him. Even his choic&oops shall have no strength to resist.

Antiochus the great defeated the fortified citySadlon in Phoenicia, along the Mediterranean cdagtn Egypt's
best troops were unable to stop him.

Vs. 16 But he who comes against him shall do accand to his own will, and no one shall stand againgtim.
He shall stand in the Glorious Land with destructim in his power.

Antiochus Ill could do pretty much anything he wethat this point. The Jewish men who rebelled agdtgypt
failed to gain freedom. Now Antiochus stood ovegitthand and ruled with power and destruction.

Vs. 17 He shall also set his face to enter with tistrength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones v him;*
thus shall he do. And he shall give him the daughtef women to destroy it; but she shall not stand #th him,
or be for him. *Or, bring equitable termgmake an agreement)

Antiochus devised a plan to gain complete contver &gypt. He gave his daughter into marriage Withlemy V.
This was Cleopatra I, the fourth great grandmotti¢he famous Cleopatra who had an affair withukiCaesar and
his General Mark Antony.

Antiochus planned that her son and his grandsoridrMeecome king and unite with the Seleucids. Hrumed
Cleopatra would help him, but his plan failed wisbe sided with her husband against her father.

Vs. 18 After this he shall turn his face to the calands, and shall take many. But a ruler shall bmg the
reproach against them to an end; and with the reprach removed, he shall turn back on him.

Face to the coastlands After this, Antiochus turned to the West. He tcaipd several islands near Greece. The
Roman consul, Lucius Scipio Asiaticus defeated daitus Ill. In two battles, the first at Thermopglanorth of



Athens, in 191 B. C, and again at Magnesia on thedider River in 189 B. C. This paved the wayRoman
expansion later into the region. Rome forced Ardtice Il to pay tribute for 12 years and turn ovés hon
Antiochus IV as a hostage.

Vs. 19 Then he shall turn his face toward the fortess of his own land; but he shall stumble and falgnd not
be found.

Antiochus Il turned back to his own land. Hopirgraise more money he plundered a temple in Elaghveas
killed.

Vs. 20 There shall arise in his place one who impes taxes on the glorious kingdom; but within a fewlays he
shall be destroyed, but not in anger or in battle.

The next king of Syria, Seleucus IV Philopator (1856) was left with the bill for all of his fathertampaigns and
also for the heavy tribute now owed to Rome. Hal gar it like any king would - he imposed a speda. He
raised special taxes on the Jews in dglaious kingdom. These taxes were administered by Heliodorus (2 Ma
3:7), Heliodorus plundered the Temple in Jerusal&aleucus Philopater suddenly died after thatessuspect he
was poisoned by Heliodorus. Compared to his fatt8at'year reign, his 11 years was a short time.

Can you imagine how overwhelmed Daniel must hawn eearing all these details about the wars, bletisand
intrigue which would surround his people? Palestioeld be the scene of many of these bloody watsdsn the
two greater powers. The Jews would also be eagygséhe two kings needed to gain more money apgliss for
their battles. This was a difficult time for Goagisople as their land was ravaged and their treadecimated.
However, all this was just the back ground histegding up to the real time of tribulation that waszome - the
time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes. God revealed musbud him in the vision of the little horn in chap& Now He
will reveal more about this cruel tyrant over Gqakeple.

Verses 21-30 The Rise of Antiochus IV Epiphanesq{ - 164).

Vs. 21 And in his place shall arise a vile persotp whom they will not give the honor of royalty; bu he shall
come in peaceable, and seize the kingdom by intrigu

This vile person was Antiochus IV Epiphanes (178)185 verses of this vision are about this evihiy, more than
any other king, even though he only ruled for 14rgeHe would cause the greatest grief for Godplpe So much
that He is called the Antichrist of the Old Testame

He was not given the throne, but took it throughcimintrigue. If you look back a couple of verses yaill recall
that Antiochus IV was taken hostage by the Romidissbrother, Seleucus IV ruled in Syria.

In 175 B. C., Seleucus IV intervened and substitiitis own son, Demetrius for his brother AntiocthdsWhile
Antiochus IV was in Athens, Seleucus was killed.

Peaceably Antiochus IV came back to the capital peaceatdlgiming to act on the behalf of his brother's son.
Antiochus IV knew the right people to flatter anttseeded in taking the kingdom for himself.

Vs. 22 With the force of a flood they shall be swémway from before him and be broken, and also therince
of the covenant.

Antiochus IV immediately set about to secure histile. It is uncertain who the "they" refers tahis verse. It is
clear that he would conquer his enemies. He didtlor@v Heliodorus in Jerusalem who was rumoredateetkilled

his brother. He also took up the long standingldatith Egypt. Or perhaps it refers to the peopfelsrael.

Remember, that while the vision is describing thienés in the kingdoms of the North and South, iprisnarily

about God's people in Israel. One can easily ineatfiat while he overcame Heliodorus in Jerusalerglio took
the opportunity to crush the people of Jerusaleshtav his power over them.



The Prince of the covenantnost certainly refers to Onias Ill, the High Prieger Israel. The covenant refers to the
covenant between God and His people. The HightRsiesld be the Prince of that covenant. Antiochiligdk him

in 172 B. C. That gives more support to understapthe "they" as referring to the Jewish peoplé&hVDnias out

of the way, Antiochus IV was able to introduce Greelture and customs into Temple worship. In 17TBa Jew
from the tribe of Benjamin named Menelaus purchdkedffice of High Priest from "Zeus Incarnate fitdochus
IV. He went along with the Helenization of Jeresal

Vs. 23 And after the league is made with him he shact deceitfully, for he shall come up and becomstrong
with a small number of people.

This verse describes his treacherous nature. He riradties and formed alliances which he had reniiun of
keeping. As long as it served his purpose he wkmgawith it but then broke them in a moment ihi longer
suited him. In his deceitful way, he was able tmgmeat power with only a few people.

One example of his deceitful alliances took platdgypt. The death of Cleopatra his sister, who guasen in
Egypt, created a contest for power between herstws, his nephews. Ptolemy Philometor and Ptolengydetes
struggled with each other for control of Egypt. tidnhus made a league with Philometer to gain tinente, but he
used it for his own gain.

Vs. 24a He shall enter peaceably, even into the hiest places of the province; and he shall do whatdfathers
have not done, nor his forefathers:

In his deceptive ways, he would enter into som#hefrichest places pretending to come in peacen Tieewould
plunder their wealth.

However, Antiochus IV did something very unique twihe money he gathered, something that none of his
forefathers had ever done. A plan to gain the tgyafl his people. God foretold it first 3 1/2 ceri#is before.

Vs. 24b he shall disperse among them the plundempal, and riches; and he shall devise his plans aget the
strongholds, but only for a time.

Instead of using the plunder to enrich himselfabted very shrewdly by giving it to the people. Ye@an imagine
how the people would have loved him. They wouldeéhaupported him in everything he wanted to do bezde
was doing so much good for them. With the suppérthe people, he could make plans to conquer other
strongholds.

But this only lasted "for a time." When he had support and loyalty of his people, he could thdfillfinis own
desires.

Vs. 25 He shall stir up his power and his couragegainst the king of the South with a great army. Andthe
king of the South shall be stirred up to battle wih a very great and mighty army; but he shall not sind, for
they shall devise plans against him.

When he had the full support of his kingdom, heedrined it was time to try to defeat the King of tBouth. This
was the same Ptolemy Philometer whom Antiochusduetipme to power.

This was the first of four campaigns against EdgpAntiochus. Even though Ptolemy VI mustered gdaarmy he
was unable to withstand Antiochus IV. That was smtmuch due to the greater power of Antiochus' aasthe
intrigue and plots devised against Ptolemy. The nesse foretells the details of those plots.

Vs. 26 Yes, those who eat of the portion of his dehcies shall destroy him; his army shall be sweptway, and
many shall fall down slain.

Some of Ptolemy's advisors and counselors, Eulmedid enaeus, who ate at his table, gave him baideattytry to
recover Syria. Whether this was intentional ot pesd judgment is unsure. Antiochus IV heard altioetattack and
invaded Egypt with a large army. After heavy lesBéolemy VI made peace with his uncle.



Vs. 27 Both these kings' hearts shall be bent onigvand they shall speak lies at the same table; bit shall not
prosper, for the end will still be at the appointedtime.

Antiochus IV was quick to take advantage of thisitaf events. He tried to aline with the ex-kinghiis struggle
against the new king. They sat at the table wittheather, pretending to be friends wanting to hedgh other,
while they were both lying, and they knew it.

The end will still be at the appointed time God has his plan for these nations especialltheg relate to His
people. God's plan is always fulfilled. As the saygoes, "Man proposes, God disposes.”

Vs. 28 While returning to his land with great riches, his heart shall be moved against the holy covemaso he
shall do damage and return to his own land.

When Antiochus IV did not succeed in taking Alexaadhe returned home with many spoils but alsetfated. So
he took out his frustration on Jerusalem. This wasochus Epiphanes' first real attack on Jerusaldistorians
report that Antiochus killed 80,000 men, women ahitiren. He took 40,000 prisoners and sold agsimany into
slavery. He also showed his contempt for the Jewetigion by entering the temple in Jerusalem aedlimg the
gold and silver vessels and sacrificed a pig onatlker. This tyrant king of the North would be backdo more
atrocities to God's people and blaspheme God.

Vs. 29 At the appointed time he shall return and geoward the south; but it shall not be like the fomer or the
latter.

The two brothers, Ptolemy VI Philometor and Ptolevfily Euergetes, formed an alliance against Anticciiv.
When Antiochus heard of this, he launched a neackton his nephews in 168 B. C.. This time thingsilel be
much different than before.

At the appointed time: This obviously is God's time. Why does God settimes when Antiochus IV makes these
attacks on Egypt, knowing, as He shows in the nerge, that it will result in another attack on gmsople? God
used Antiochus Epiphanes to chastise His peopleband them back to repentance. That is why it ttable at
God's appointed time.

Vs. 30 For ships from Cyprus* shall come against h; therefore he shall be grieved, and return in rag
against the holy covenant, and do damage. So he Bhraturn and show regard for those who forsake theholy
covenant.

(*The Hebrew word kittim literally means westermdis. It sometimes referred to Cyprus, but probaloityhere.
The Septuagint translates this word as Romans.)

When Antiochus was besieging the city of AlexandnigEgypt, ships from the western coastlands, thdtom
Rome, came to help the Egyptians. The Romans atdene to leave Egypt immediately or be attackedRayne.
The Roman consul, Gaius Popillus Saenas drew ke @round Antiochus IV and demanded a decisionrkefie
stepped out of the circle. Antiochus IV, beingapteve in Rome from 189 to 175 B. C., knew the poefeRoman
might. He retreated to his kingdom and plannedemuring his borders against Roman power.

Enraged by this forced retreat, Antiochus tooklaatanger on Jerusalem once again. He was detetnorgestroy
the Jewish faith and make Jerusalem a Greek ciytodk the city by assault on the Sabbath, slavetitsnany
people and sacked the city. Jews were compellddruhe penalty of death to forsake the laws of. Qdsbse who
did were treated well and joined Antiochus in tgyito turn the Temple in Jerusalem into a Greek Terapd wipe
out every trace of God given faith. Still todeat&h has his allies trying to wipe out the Chrisfaith.

Vs. 31 And forces shall be mustered by him, and tlgeshall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they <l take
away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abadnation of desolation.

Antiochus took all the gold and silver from the T@ensanctuary in Jerusalem. He desecrated the Eempl
erecting an image of Zeus in the holy place ankdal the temple of “Jupiter Olympius™ and sdcefl pigs on it.



(I Macc. 1:30, 2 Macc 5;24) This was the Abominatwf Desolation so that no Israelite could worsthig Lord
there. He made it illegal, under penalty of deatbffer the daily sacrifices or any other religimgemony.

Antiochus also built a citadel in the city whicteolooked the temple and put into it a garrisoiMatedonians. He
also made the Jews build temples, and raise itiisain every city and village, and offer swine mghem every
day. He also commanded them not to circumcise fogis.

Vs. 32 Those who do wickedly against the covenane fshall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know
their God shall be strong, and carry out great expits.

There are always wicked people within the visithiarch who aid the enemies of the Church of Godt Waa true

in Israel. Antiochus IV used flattery to bring thpostate Jews to his side and help him stamp sutdinship of the
Lord. Notice how the world praises and promotes wieked. The wicked then become more open in their
wickedness.

God promises to preserve His Church through alb algethe days of Elijah, God preserved 7000 Iges=ivho did
not bow the knee to Baal. In this time of apost&yd raised up people who knew their God. He sthemmgd them
to rise up in defense of the true worship of Godttisthias, a priest who had five sons, refusedffer profane
sacrifices. He killed the king's agent then fledht® mts. He and his sons began the Maccabeari.revol

Vs. 33 And those of the people who understand shafistruct many; yet for many days they shall fall ly
sword and flame, by captivity and plundering.

Mattathias' actions not only gained the attentibArtiochus who was enraged and came after themaJduecaught
the attention of many Jews who were likewise fedwith the attacks of Antiochus IV. Others gathetegether
with Mattathias. He and his sons taught them thelwb God. Others saw that their faith was worghfing for.

This was a difficult time for the Jews. Antiochuasmdetermined to wipe out this rebellious band. Waithem
were killed in battle or captured. Others were ledrin their homes as Antiochus' men burned villaggag to
eradicate them.

Vs. 34 Now when they fall, they shall be aided with little help; but many shall join with them by intrigue.

They did not give up however. They continued a gileewarfare against the troops of Antiochus. There aided
with a little help. Some take that to be a refeeetac Judas Maccabeus (the hammer). He was ones cfattns of
Mattathias who led the revolt. Or it could simpéfer to the small band of men that he gatheredhegeEither
way, they were a very small group fighting agathstmuch larger, trained armies of Antiochus.

Many joined the revolt for insincere motives. Thegre not all fighting because they were zealousGod and
wanted to restore the true worship of God. Somégly just wanted political freedom.

Vs. 35 And some of those of understanding shall fato refine them, purify them, and make them white until
the time of the end; because it is still for the gminted time.

Here we see the marvelous grace and love of GotktBlélis children stumble and fall at times butats and only
for their good. He does so to refine and purifymthdust like gold is refined by intense heat, ¥t gold is not
harmed, it is only strengthen and purified. So Gtdws the fire of tribulation to come, not to haws but to
strengthen and purify us in the faith.

There is great comfort in the last two phrases. @®cbr lets the trials go on indefinitely. He hasappointed time
for their end. He uses it for its purpose for oaodjand then He blesses us again. When God sais still for the
appointed time" you get the feeling that God i&iteg about more than just the end of their tribiolat God is still
looking ahead to something far more important thilthappen at exactly the time God prepared it. Wik look
more closely at that statement in a little while.

Appendix B: Comparing the prophecy of Daniel 11:3645



with Herod the Great as its fulfillment in history

The content of Appendix B appears below in a revigemat. The verses of Daniel 11:36-45 are quoted
from the New King James Version (but without ttadidgizing of supplied words).

11:36) “Then the king shall do according to his ownwill: he shall exalt and magnify himself above evg god,
shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods,dashall prosper till the wrath has been accomplisha: for
what has been determined shall be done.”

Herod was given the title, “The King of the Jewsy’'the Roman Senate. So the simple designatidmsn t
verse, “the king,” is fitting.

The king, as foretold, “shall do according to hisnowill.” That same expression was used also of
Alexander the Great (Dan. 11:3) and Antiochus theaG(11:16). They were men who accomplished wiey set
out to do, no matter what they had to do to atitaira trait also true of Herod the Great. He accasmgd whatever
he wanted.

Herod was a very shrewd and ruthless ruler. He tedegion only to help further his own interestfius he
claimed allegiance to the gods of Rome only to i=thue support of the Roman emperor. He gave fiicgeto the
God of Israel to gain the favor of the Jews. Yeblesphemed God with many of his actions. The getaxample
of that fact was the attempt he made to kill Gdabbsm, who was born “King of the Jews” (Matt. 2:1-18grod did
prosper and reign for 33 years. When “the wraths wamplete against him for all his atrocities, esgy his plot
against Jesus, Herod died.

“What has been determined shall be dolreJeremiah 31:15 God had foretold the weepihine mothers
for their children who were killed by Herod. He@lsad prophesied, “Out of Egypt have | called My"soa Hosea
11:1. Everything that was determined beforehancbimection with Herod the Great would be fulfilladd would
serve to bring God’s wrath on him.

11:37) “He shall regard neither the God of his fatkrs nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; fohe
shall exalt himself above them all.”

Herod was a descendent of Abraham through Esaso, Ahe Maccabees had forcefully converted his
Idumean fathers to Judaism. But Herod did not lzametrue regard for the God of Israel. Though fiendit want to
offend the Jews and did not defile their Templeditenot regard their God as his own. When Herqubapied his
wife’s brother, Aristobulus, as high priest, he weady 17 at the time. The law of God required tnegt high priest
be at least 21. Shortly afterward, Herod had hiledibecause of his popularity, for Herod ruthlgssit down any
official in church or state who threatened his rule

“Nor the desire of womerThe “desire of women” is usually understood &the desire for children or the
love of family. Herod killed his wife’s family tolieninate any threat to his throne. He certainly hadegard for the
women of Bethlehem when he murdered all the bogleutwo years old. As foretold, his ruthless acitaken to
secure power would distinguish Herod as one woei@lt himself above” everyone, god or man.

11:38) “But in their place he shall honor a god ofortresses; and a god which his fathers did not kna he shall
honor with gold and silver, with precious stones ath pleasant things.”

You could say that Herod's religion was Might iggRi. He essentially worshiped himself and promoted
his own glory by building fortresses. Most archagats consider Herod to be one of the greatestidnsi of all
history. He rebuilt and expanded the Temple intortxess of its own. This was a huge undertakin¢pdk 10,000
men ten years to complete the foundation aloneéh&g built up high retaining walls to make a platfolarge
enough to hold 24 football fields. This was theaaseze required to have the whole Temple complerranlevel
surface. It was a space large enough to accommtuataillions of Jews who came to Jerusalem forthihee great
festivals. The size of the Temple’s foundation stonaught the attention of our Lord’s disciplesyvasear in Mark
13:1. In his “Antiquities of the Jews” Josephusarted their dimensions as 25 cubits long, 12 cubitke, and 8
cubits high (XV 11:3; Josephus 334Jhat’s 37 feet by 18 feet by 12 feet.

Josephus describes the Temple appearance:
Now the outward face of the temple in its front vehnothing that was likely to surprise either nseminds or
their eyes: for it was covered all over with platéggold of great weight, and, at the first risiofjthe sun,



reflected back a very fiery splendour, and madseaheho forced themselves to look upon it to tusirteyes
away, just as they would have done at the sun’srews. But this temple appeared to strangers, ienwere
at a distance, like a mountain covered with snaw; &s to those parts of it that were not gilt,ythveere
exceeding white. (“Wars” V 5:6; Josephus 555)

The Temple’s renovation helped Herod to gain theff of the Jews. However, Herod also placed at the
main entrance a huge Roman eagle, which the pmws daw as a sacrilege. A group of Torah studeotaly
smashed this emblem of idolatry and oppression,Harod had them hunted down, dragged in chainsido h
residence in Jericho, and there they were burried. ailerod then took measures to ensure that thepleewould
be run without future problems of this kind. He aioped his own high priest, having by then put eatth 46
leading members of the Sanhedrin. So even thougbd-edorned the Temple “with gold and silver, wptlecious
stones and pleasant things,” he was clearly hoga@iforeign god, not the God of Israel. Furthederice of this
misplaced honor, as it pertained to Herod'’s alleggato Caesar, shall be addressed in our treaheetse 39.

Further building feats of Herod the Great

In addition to the Temple’s extensive renovatioeradd also built massive fortifications around Jateis
as well as three towers at the entrance to the kigybuilt entire cities, like the port city of Gagea, which he
named in deference to the Roman emperor. As ancitgygue with the culture of that time, Caesared &deautiful
amphitheater, a hippodrome for chariot races, batises, and a large temple dedicated to the Rowdergperor,
Augustus Caesar. He also built a huge edificeeatdp of the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron.

Another impressive strcutre of Herod was the &xdrof Masada, built on top of a high rock platéduhe
time it was an incredible feat of engineering andstruction. Complete with all the creature congayhe could
have in the desert, Masada had an incredible watpply system, which fed gardens for growing adftical
staples and supplied the water needed for thrédhbases. After Jerusalem was destroyed, it woutdrbe the last
stronghold for the zealot Jews against the Romans.

In yet another incredible feat of engineering Hebailt an artificial mountain at Herodium and ap ©f it
a huge palace. This palace was destroyed in ADuridglthe Great Revolt. Also built by Herod waseattiful
summer palace in Bethlehem. Perhaps that madertheobChrist in Bethlehem all the more infuriagito him.

Based on building activity alone, Herod would@bd’'s description of the king who honored “a god of
fortresses.”

11:39) “Thus he shall act against the strongest ftresses with a foreign god, which he shall acknowdge, and
advance its glory; and he shall cause them to rulever many, and divide the land for gain.”

The translation here is a bit difficult. Literaltye Hebrew says: “He will deal with the strongestresses.”
This could simply be a follow-up on the last vessal speak of his making and using those fortrasglsr than
attacking them. The rest of the verse can alsodvestated: “. . . and will greatly honor those vdaknowledge him.
He will make them rulers over many people and didtribute the land at a price.”

Herod killed anyone whom he saw as a threat tgbiger, including some of his own sons and his wife
whom he loved dearly. Even Caesar Augustus sdids Better to be Herod’s dog than one of his ekitd’ With
that type of rule at work and the intimidation ibwld naturaly bring, many people acknowledged haraareat
king. To them he would grant the honor of receiMangd and high positions.

Another way of understanding verse 39 is to tdake ‘Strongest fortresses” as referring to the Tenipélf
and the tower that he built right beside it. Heiglesd it all with such huge stones so as to be@ghold or
fortress. The tower beside the Temple he namedmatafter the Roman general Mark Antony. This towas for
the Roman forces, which made the whole temple cexnplstronghold for the Roman Caesar, not for trel IGod
and His people. In this way Herod was acting agdbusl’s fortress in league with a foreign god. Herecognized
Caesar as the sole source of his own power andTbrefore in the Roman style he tried to prontioeeworship
of Caesar. He erected statues of Caesar in mammg9ldade did acknowledge the foreign emperor-deitg a
advanced his glory in ways well noted by Philip kain his book on Daniel’s prophecy:

. . . the Roman emperors claimed for themselveselilronors, and . . . it was by “forces,” or “féidations,”
that they extended and maintained their power, emfdrced the worship they demanded. This honor dHero
paid to them, and after the most extravagant fastaind he did it, of course, in order to make hifrsszure. . .
. This honor paid by Herod, first to Julius Cae#faen to Anthony, and then to Anthony’'s conquefargustus,
was one of the most conspicuous features of Hemalisy. Josephus records how he sent delegatioReine,
and also to Anthony and Cleopatra in Egypt, beatiregmost costly presents; also how he converted th
ancient Strato’s Tower into a magnificient seapamng named iCaesareain honor of Caesar, and how later he



rebuilt Samaria, and renamed it SebaSebg@stodeing the equivalent chugustuy He built many other
fortified cities and named them in honor of Caefdauro 146)

Verses 36-39 have described this new king. Ver8e$34will now reveal more about the world powers at
the time of Herod. These verses, it would seem agparenthesis inserted into the prophecy aboubddérhis is
important because it describes events that tramsidRome from a republic ruled by a senate to guiremuled by
the Caesars. These events would solidify the poivBome, which in turn would bring Israel to an exsda nation.

11:40) “At the time of the end the king of the Souit shall attack him;* and the king of the North shal come
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsenmen, and with many ships; and he shall enter the catries,
overwhelm them, and pass through.”

(* Note: “attack him” literally means “shall pusit @r “with him.”)

“At the time of the efiddnce again tells us that the prophecy has theoéittte nation of Israel in view, and
these are the events that lead up to that end.

The “king of the South” and the “king of the Ndrttvould again be the main players in this conflict.
However, they would no longer be the two Greek peweretold earlier in chapter 11. Syria had lorgr under
Roman rule, and Egypt was the last country stlgdiby the Greeks. But soon they would both bertakeer by a
powerful Roman force. The king of the South pushvéd Herod against the king of the North. But thegkof the
North came against them with full force, both ondand on sea, and overwhelmed them all, whileipas$srough
the land of Israel.

To get a better understanding of the fulfillmentluk prophecy, let's briefly retrace the historfyJalius
Caesar. Julius Caesar was one of the greatesanyitjenerals of all time. He won great favor in ooy his many
victories. In his day the Romans were ruled by aa$® and they hated the idea of a king. By defgatie other
Roman generals, Julius Caesar managed to becornetatodwithout a crown in 49 BC. Some of the axisats,
however. were afraid of his power, and a grouphefit led by Brutus and Cassius, men Caesar trusté&teads,
killed him on March 15 (the Ides of March) in 44 BC

A civil war broke out after the death of JuliuseSar. In 43 Caesar’s adopted son and heir, Octavian
formed a Triumvirate with Caesar’s army officersafid Antony and Marcus Lepidus. Octavian and Anthitled
Brutus and Cassius, defeated Caesar's enemiesthandpushed Marcus Lepidus out of the way. At fosit
Octavian and Antony fought each other for the adrdf Rome.

Mark Antony joined forces with Cleopatra, who ailEgypt after the death of her husbands, Ptolently XI
and XIV. The final battle between Antony and Octavivas the Battle of Actium on September 2, 31 B@is was
the battle foretold in Daniel 11:40. The king oétBouth would be Mark Antony, together with CleopaT heir
combined forces pushed northward with Herod theatGiderod originally had sided with Mark Antony ags
Octavian. The “king of the North” in verse 40 wast&vian, the rightful heir of Julius Caesar.

The prophecy specifically mentions that the kirigh®e North, Octavian, will come against them with
“chariots, horsemen, and with many shipbhese words are a crucial, interesting parthaf prophecy, for they
portray a deciding factor in the outcome of thdlba’Although Antony and Cleopatra’s foot soldiexgnumbered
those of Octavian and although his generals urgedtd fight the battle on land, nevertheless, Agtbstened to
Cleopatra, who wanted him to fight a battle at 3ée ancient historian Plutarch writes: “Such aeslwas he to the
will of a woman that, to gratify her, though muadhpsrior on land, he put his whole confidence in tagy;
notwithstanding that the ships had not half themplement of men” (gtd. in Mauro 153). Antony ankgdpatra
had about 1,000 ships, almost twice as many as/@aotalhese were large war ships with batteringstaldut they
were not well manned. Octavian outmaneuvered thégmhis smaller ships. When the battle turned mdcEQypt,
Cleopatra took her fleet and fled. Antony left men and ships as well and fled with her. Octavisily defeated
the rest of the fleet in that decisive battle ofida.

11:41) “He shall also enter the Glorious Land, ananany countries shall be overthrown; but these shaktscape
from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent peoplesf Ammon.”

Octavian then continued the battle on land with bimriots and horsemen. As God foretold, he
overwhelmed the countries. Then he entered “thaidis Land,” the land of Israel. Herod the Greaickjy
changed his allegiance from Antony to Octavian.wés so gracious in his diplomacy that Octavian piecehis
allegiance and showed him great favor. Josephuesaabout Herod's actions at this point: “Caesantier Egypt
through Syria when Herod received him with royadl aith entertainments; and then did he first ofré along



with Caesar, as he was reviewing his army abouéefts, and feasted him with all his friends, @mehtdistributed
among the rest of his army what was necessaryagi taen withal (Wars 1, 20, 3)” (qtd. in Mauro )54

Mauro observes that the conquest of Augustus,abav@an, “follows most literally the predictions tife
prophecy,” which includes verse 40: th&ie“entered into the countries, and overflowed, passed ovethem,
possessing himself of regions of Africa, Upper ¢dj Paphlagonia, Thrace, Pontus, Galatia, and qitovinces
from lllyria to Armenia” (153, emph. orig.). And &sretold in verse 41, there were three countrie@an did not
conquer. Edom, Moab, and Ammon prevailed againtavian’s general, Aeliius Gallus, who was accomedriy
500 of Herod’s men. Those three countries remaimewnquered by the “king of the North,” Octaviammoawvould
become Caesar Augustus.

11:42) “He shall stretch out his hand against theauntries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape.”

Octavian came with his chariots and horsementazlaEgypt. After the disaster at Actium Mark Anytan
infantry deserted him. After one small victory agsti Octavian outside of Alexandria, even more af thoops
deserted, leaving Antony no escape. Antony haddheanors that Octavian had captured Cleopatra. dRezing
complete defeat, Mark Antony killed himself. Whele@patra heard the news, she also killed hersghntedly by
a poisonous asp smuggled in to her in a baskeg®f $o the land of Egypt, as God had said to Datieut 500
years beforehand, did not escape. The Ptolemaigd§im was ended, and Egypt was now completely uRderan
rule.

11:43) “He shall have power over the treasures ofotd and silver, and over all the precious things oEgypt;
also the Libyans and Ethiopians shall follow at hiseels.”

God’s prophecy especially mentions taking overttieasures of Egypt. Those treasures were veryt grea
and notable. Egypt never had such great treasgans.aCleopatra went to great lengths in her atteimprotect
them from Octavian, but in the end he did getradke treasures.

From there he sent his general, Cornelius Baftiuspnquer Libya and Ethiopia, a task which heiedrr
out with success.

Octavian would return to Rome, take on the namguAtus, and become the first emperor in 27 BC. That
was about 23 years before he gave the decreelltitad avorld should be registered—an important ¢kat would
cause Joseph and Mary to travel to Bethlehem—ankdss would be born there, rather than Nazarethcaord
with the prophecy of Micah 5.

With verse 43 we reach the end of the parenthégigtahe Roman Caesar and his impact on Herod the
Great and on the land of Israel. Herod the Greatieed closely connected to Caesar Augustus aedi liard to
stay in his good graces. But Herod also did ththgs benefited the Jews. For example, all the natimder Roman
rule were required to worship the Roman gods exieghe Jews. The Romans had learned from theakastf the
Greeks that the Jews were not like the heatheomsatiThey could not be forced into worshiping iddleerefore,
partly with the help of Herod, the Jews were grdndpecial status and could continue to worshipr tkezid
exclusively.

While Herod might have helped the Jews keep thgirt to monotheistic worship, he also took certain
measures to further the Hellenization of Judeaathdr places within his realm. Herod developedchimtry into a
wealthy trade center. Judea had become a greastatign for incense and spices from Arabia andBast, and
also prominent in the production of olive oil, dgtand wine. As the Jewish lands of Palestine becaealthier,
religion became less vital. More and more Greeld Romans moved in with the influx of commerce. Tiius
Hellenization of Israel was well underway on Hemoaiatch. The Jewish upper class went for this ssgyfip
higher, enlightened way of living. To promote thévancement of Greek culture in his realm, Herocbrieglly
killed any rabbis whom he saw as an obstacle tgbad. Herod the Great certainly had much to dd wéshaping
the religious scene in Judea and Galilee duringithe when Jesus was born. And so the religiods afd ruling
parties of the Sanhedrin were more concerned dbeintposition under the Romans than they were tatheuiWord
of God or the true Messiah, who had come in thfgtiine. Note the self-serving concerns they exgedsn John
11:47-50.

The prophecy now continues with the two remainiagses in chapter 11 that describe Herod'’s end.

11:44) “But news from the east and the north shallrouble him; therefore he shall go out with great @iry to
destroy and annihilate many.”



This verse describes so accurately the actual everdr the end of Herod's life as recorded in Maith
2:1-11: "Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehenmuded in the days of Herod the king, behold, wisa frem the
east cameto Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has beem Kimg of the Jews? For we have seen Hisisténe
East and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the Kiegrd thishe was troubled. . .” There was nothing
that troubled Herod more than one who appeare@ @ threat to his throne—especially one given #aetesame
title as he possessed: “King of the Jews.”

The prophecy could not have described more aayrthe reaction of Herod the Great. We read in
Matthew 2:16: “Then Herod . . . wagceedingly angry and he sent forth arqalit to death all the male children
who were in Bethlehem and in all its districtsnfrowo years old and under . . ."

The prophecy of verse 44 also mentions troublingsndrom the north.” About this same time Herod’s
oldest son, Antipater, who was currently in thetimoconspired against his father and posed a thodais throne.
Also, two other sons rose up against him. This newsloubt, enraged him even more, as he thoughit dlow he
had killed his two most noble sons from his belowéf@, Mariamne, whom he had also killed.

Herod's rage was uncontrollable. He was already ileand knew he would die soon. Yet in his rdge
executed many Jews and put to death his oldegusbfive days before Herod himself died.

From the ancient source of Josephus via Mauroctmeaeeport of this final outrage of King Herod:

“He came again to Jericho, where he became soratydleat it brought him to do all thindike a madmapand
though he was near death, yet he contrived thewiiollg wicked designs: He commanded that all theqpal
men of the entire Jewish nation be called to hircokdingly there were a great number that cameuse. . .
death was the penalty of such that should despésepistles that were sent to call them. And nawkihg was

in a wild rage against them all; . . . and when they were congepidered them all to be shut up in the
hippodrome, and sent for his sister Salome anthhglband Alexas, and spake thus to them: ‘I shallrda little
time, so great are my pains; . . . but what prialgyptroubles me is thighat | shall die without being lamented

and without such a mourning as men usually expegctkang's death.” (qtd. in Mauro 159, emph. Mguro
Mauro then reports: “Therefore, in order to instivat the nation should be plunged into mourninglefftean order
that, immediately upon his own death, all thoseléea of the Jews, whom he had confined in the hippoe,
should be slain. That order, however, was notedrmut” (160).

11:45) “And he shall plant the tents of his palacéetween the seas and the glorious holy mountain; tyae
shall come to his end, and no one will help him.”

Herod had two palaces in Jerusalem. As mentiondereaone was in the Temple area. That is, on the
“glorious holy mountain,” which was between thessd¢he Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea. Thetoo# his
fortress at Masada was between the two seas as well

The final prediction about Herod is that “he sltaline to his end, and no one will help him.” Notyoid
no one help him, but no one even mourned his déaluro refers to Farguharson’s comment on the owtcof
Herod’s death in relation to the prophecy:

“This part of the prediction obviously implies that his last hours, the king would apply for deliance or
remedy, from some affliction or disease, but waddeive none. And how literally was this fulfilléad the end
of Herod the Great! History has preserved to usdaeh circumstantial accounts of the last dayswfarkable
men, as that which Josephus has transmitted td his;dout we deem it too long for insertion hdteexhibits
the most fearful picture to be found anywhere & é#md of an impenitent sinner, who, having castobutis
heart all fear of God and all feeling of resporigipto Him, had equally lost all sense of dutynh@n; and after
committing innumerable crimes and cruelties—in whiie spared not those connected with him by theedea
and tenderest ties, any more than others—wastatda=ed in his old age with a painful and loatheaiisease;
and suffering alike from that, and from the panguilty fear, yet continued in a course of extrewiekedness
to his last hour, seeking no remedy for his eviigiens. . . .” (qtd. in Mauro 160)

This verse brings us down to the time of the end,raore importantly the time God had appointed-is
Son to be born and take up the work of redeemiagntbrld. Even though Herod the Great died whensless a
very small child, seventy some years before thenaif Israel would come to an end, his influenoatsued on
through his sons, who continued to rule for sevgemlerations. The Herodian dynasty begun by HdredGreat
continued until the very end of the Jewish natiderod’s son, Archelaus, reigned over Judea wheapdoand
Mary returned from Egypt. That is why they did gotback to Bethlehem, but rather to Nazareth, wtrere raised
Jesus according to the prophecy noted in Matth&®-23.



Herod's son Antipas would be the one who beheddbd the Baptist (Matt. 14:1-12) and to whom Pilate
sent Jesus during the Passover trial (Luke 23:6H&)od Agrippa | was the one who executed the Apdames.
When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he also sond Peter, planning to kill him as well. God, bwer,
miraculously freed Peter from prison. Herod Agripplaen died, being eaten by worms, as noted irs A2t23. The
Apostle Paul was on trial before Herod Agrippa Hem he appealed to Caesar (Acts 26:24-32). ThidHer®dian
king was reigning when the Romans destroyed Jexusal AD 70 and Israel ceased to exist as a nation.

God surely gave Daniel an amazing and completeigweof the history that would unfold from his own
time right up to the time of the promised Messi@iven the tragic nature of many of the detailsnitst have been
very sad for Daniel to see all the trouble and titrhis people would endure and to know that hisamawould
come to an end. But it must have also been a grgaind comfort to know that at that time the langaited Savior
of the world would come. As we will see in the nsattion, Appendix C devoted to chapter 12, Dasiigople, the
true Israel, would be delivered, even though th®nas an earthly entity would be destroyed.

All of the above gives more information of all thveas involved in the apostolic declaration of Gialas 4:
“When the fullness of the time had come, God seht s Son, born of a woman, born under the lawedeem
those who were under the law, that we might reci@eadoption as soh§Gal. 4:4-5). God had a time planned out,
even from eternity, and He made everything readytfe ultimate, pivotal intervention for all man#irthe central
event of all history.

In the service of God’s plan, therefore, the Helfation of the world, begun under Alexander andied
out by his successors, had caused Greek to beniversal language of the civilized world. This inrt would make
the spread of the Gospel throughout that world nmeagier. And so we have the New Testament originiitten
in Koine (or Hellenistic) Greek. So also, the Romale of the world established peaé®k Romanpand ease of
travel to any nation in its realm. Roman engineghiad developed a far-reaching road system, allpwien like
the apostles to travel from one region to the mettt very little hassle. Also significant is thdlirence of Herod the
Great and Greco-Roman culture in Palestine, whihighly contributed to certain developments in theavish
nation at that time, namely, leaders of the chwvblo were corrupt and hungry for power. These weea more
interested in holding their power and freeing Isfe@m Roman rule than they were about God'’s rightmess and
the freedom from the slavery to sin. Their positiorthe Sanhedrin created the right climate for 3bes to reject
and kill their own Lord and Savior. And the Romartharity over Israel saw to it that the Jews coutd simply
take Jesus and stone Him, which was their standaydto put someone to death. Jesus was crucifieordiog to
the Roman practice for all non-Roman criminals &adors. This final development was so cruciatamrying out
God's plan of universal, vicarious atonement—Clursiified and thus cursed by God in our place (G4l0-13).

Yes, “when the fullness of the time had come, Gedt forth His Son.” May we ever rejoice and praise
God for His perfect and marvelous plan of salvatamwe trace its incredibly detailed blueprintia prophecies of
the Old Testament and its precisely accurate liméht in the amazing events reported in the Newahesnt.

Appendix C:
The great tribulation and the great deliverance inDaniel 12

“At that time Michael shall stand up, the greatmre who stands watch over the sons of your peaypié;there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was sinese was a nation, even to that time. And at tina¢ your people
shall be delivered, everyone one who is found ewrith the book’(Dan. 12:1).

Michael the prince shall stand up.

We have been introduced to Michael, “the greatqaihearlier in this same vision, which began when
Daniel was mourning for three weeks by the bankihefTigris River. Then Daniel looked up and sagl@ious
man, who was, we believe, Christ Himself beforebddeame man. This glorious man spoke to Daniel anelated
all the things of this vision pertaining to the pkpof Israel. In Daniel 10:13 Christ had said tHat would have
come sooner, but was withstood by the prince of§iBefhen we learn that “Michael, one of the cpigfices, came
to help” Him. Again in verse 20 this glorious mareaks of fighting with the prince of Persia andiémse 21 says,
“No one upholds me against these, except Michaal gdnce.”

Michael is mentioned by name only in two other pgss of Scripture. In Jude 9 Michael the archaiggel
described as “contending with the devil, when tepdied about the body of Moses.” In Revelation - 2Michael
is the leader of the angels in their battle agaimstdevil and his angels. In all that Scriptureesds, including the
book of Daniel, we learn that the archangel Micha@&harged with protecting God’s people and fightihe devil



and his minions when they seek to harm God’s people

was Michael doing “at that time” in Daniel 12:1?iFprophecy does not specify what exactly he waldd
No doubt, he would play an instrumental part in dediverance of God's people. There is no diret@resmce to
Michael or any other archangel in the Gospel actoahChrist’s life on earth. However, just as Maeth assisted
Christ against the prince of Persia, so now whemnsCbame to fight the final great battle agaihst tlevil, Michael
would undoubtedly “stand up” to support Christ iis igreat work of deliverance.

we think about the period of history from the bidhJesus to His ascension and the subsequentigsitadp
of His Church, we see more visible activity of dregels than any other time of history. The angdiri@hwas sent
to Zacharias to announce the birth of John theiBagbd also to Mary to announce the birth of JeAnsangel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph three times, all nglati the birth and protection of Mary’'s Son, Je$Me can be sure
that Michael, as the leader of the angels, hadmgoitant (but not reported) part in that work. Argal of the Lord
announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, with &tode of angels there to sing God’s praises. Asigahistered to
Jesus after His temptation in the wilderness anterGarden of Gethsemane, two pivotal eventsarLtnd’s battle
against the devil. Angels were sent to announceddigrrection and to assure the disciples at Hisrsson. Angels
continued to be active during the establishmenthef New Testament Church. An angel of the Lorddrdes
apostles from prison in Acts 5:19. When Peter veddsbe executed by Herod Agrippa, an angel ol thrd freed
him from prison (Acts 12:7), and an angel struckvddderod for blaspheming God (Acts 12:23). An angfehe
Lord assured Paul that he and all the passengeasdibis ship would survive the shipwreck (Acts23j: God did
not identify the angel by name in any of these ant® But in every case he did “stand watch oversbns of
[Daniel's] people.” Could this not have been Miché&#ae great prince,” or at least an angel undsiéadership?

crucial time was also a period of greater actigityong the devils, as is evidenced by the widespdeatbn
possession during the time of Jesus’ ministry.afa® and his demons were battling Christ, togetlitr Michael,
during the time of the Persian Empire, how mucheneould there be such battles now when Christ warking
towards the final defeat of Satan? Once again, ditlvould be a likely one to “stand up” in suppafrChrist, our
Savior.

must have been a great comfort for Daniel to hiearr at this time of great trouble “Michael shadrad up,
that great prince who stands watch over the sogswfpeople.” What a comfort it is still for usdey, for we know
the victory has been won for us, and Michael i dtjilant as one who stands watch over God's peoRven in
the worst of times, we are safe in the care oflaud and the angels He sends to protect us.

The time of great trouble
“And there shall be a time of trouble, such as mevas since there was a nation, even to that time.”

This statement is usually taken as a referenchdateat tribulation before the end of the worldt Bhat
interpretation overlooks the fulfillment that Jesdimself points to when Jerusalem was to be destroy
Daniel prayed, confessing the guilt of his peoplehapter 9, he mentioned the first destructiodenfisalem
by the Babylonians in this way: “For under the whblkaven such has never been done as what hasldieno
Jerusalem” (9:12). Now Daniel hears that a timératfible even worse than that would come at “thaetf This
time of greater trouble happened when the Romame ¢a destroy Jerusalem for the second time ihig®ry. It
was a time of unprecedented tribulation, which Sesud will not be surpassed to the end of time.
“Therefore when you see tfebomination of desolationspoken of by Danighe prophet, standing in the holy
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), “tre¢riHose who are in Judea flee to the mountairtshibewho
is on the housetop not go down to take anythingobbis house. And let him who is in the field mat back to
get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregaadtto those who are nursing babies in those dayd!pray
that your flight may not be in winter or on the Bath. For then there will be great tribulation,tsas has not
been since the beginning of the world until thisdj no, nor ever shall be. And unless those daye we
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for thet'slsake those days will be shortened.” (Matt18422)
Josephus was a Jewish historian present at theofithe destruction of Jerusalem. As an eyewithes&as
able to describe, as Philip Mauro puts it, the ‘anafieled tribulation” in great detail in his “Waof the Jews.”
Mauro, in his comprehensive and informative wofke Seventy Weeks and the Great Tribulatinakes a very
good point that Josephus was not a disciple ofstlso he could not be accusedattéring the events in an attempt
to make them fit Christ’s prophecy (Mauro 240).&l3osephus wrote in the year AD 75, not long dftese things
took place. Since the events were fresh in the snaidnany, any falsehoods would have been recogni#fe can,
therefore, have confidence that his account wasdrly ficcurate description of those events. Thaughinspired by
God or infallible in every aspect, his record heipshow how Christ’'s words to Daniel and also te #isciples



were fulfilled in great detail. We note at this piothe historian’s introductory assessment of theral demise of

the city:
“It had come to pass that our city Jerusalem h&deat at a higher degree of felicity than any otbigy under
the Roman government, and yet at last fell intosthreest of calamities again. Accordingly it appdarme that
the misfortunes of all men from the beginning efworld, if they be compared to those of the Javeshot so
considerable as they wer@td. in Mauro 167, emph. Mauro)

Without even knowing it, Josephus gave confirmatibdesus’ words as being perfectly fulfilled.

commanded the Roman army under Emperor Nero whemtasion of the nation of Israel began in AD 66.
Later, Vespasian became the emperor and sent hisrsth commander, Titus, to finish the job. Jerusakeas
completely destroyed in 70. The last holdout ofidhveealots at Masada was defeated in 73. At iiat fsrael as a
nation had reached its end.

One would expect the nation of Israel to bandttugre to fight off the Romans at this critical tirmewar.
Yet Josephus describes how the greatest part cfuffiering was self-inflicted, brought on by therviag factions
among the Jews. It was a time of unprecedenteédaind division, which Josephus characterizedasdltwords:
“It is impossible to go distinctly over every inste of these men'’s iniquity. | shall, thereforegapo my mind here
at once brieflyThat neither did any other city ever suffer suckames, nor did any age ever breed a generation
more fruitful in wickedness than this was, from lieginning of the worlgWars V. 10:5)" (gtd. in Mauro 167-8,
emph. Mauro).

Stated by Mauro again from the viewpoint of Josepliue destruction of the nation of Israel was nsocase
of self-destruction than Roman conquest at work.

There were at that time two parties in Jerusalene trbulent faction advocated immediate revoltiregiahe
Romans. The other party, led by the priests andlifef of the Pharisees, realizing the madnesseptoposal,
sought to restrain the seditious element; but figadhey would not listen to argument or persuasioay sent
to the governor Florus, and also to Agrippa, foops to quell the revolt. From that time the figlgtbegan; but
the Jews killed one another in numbers far gretttan those slain by the soldie(81auro 243, emph. orig.)

In a summary of some of the self-inflicted atri@stthat Josephus records, Mauro quotes this cltsamvof
the Jewish historian: “It was then common to sde<cfilled with dead bodies, still lying unburietipse of old men
mingled with infants, all scattered about togetM@omen also lay among them without any coveringu Yiaght
then see the whole province full of inexpressilalamities” (qtd. in Mauro 244). Mauro’'s summary tooes:

In some places the horrors were worse because fdegit against Jews. In Scythopolis alone aboveQrB,
were slain at one time (Il 18:1 & 2). Josephusteslahe case of one prominent man who, becauskeof t
terrible things happening all around, and in otdesave his family from a worse fate, killed firss father and
mother with the sword—they willingly submitting—anafterwards his wife and children, finally takinig lown
life (Il 18:3). This incident will give us at leaatfaint idea of the awful conditions of those “daf vengeance,
and of wrath upon this people.” (244)

Of special note is Mauro’s conclusion:

Many pages are filled with accounts of the slauglofethe Jews in various places. Reading them we ar
impressed with the Saviour’s saying that “excepséhdays should be shortened there shoultesh be savéd
(Matt. 24:22). The calamities were beyond desaiptiThus, at Alexandria, where the Jews enjoyed the
greatest privileges for centuries, they were imciterise in revolt by the seditious element, awdré destroyed
unmercifully. . . . No mercy was shown to the inf&rand no regard had to the aged; but they wemtitbnthe
slaughter of persons of every age, dill the place was overflowed with blood, and ftfipusand of them lay
dead in heapy(ll 18:8). (244-245; emph. Mauro)

All this describes the battle against all the Jeasticularly in Judea. As the Roman armies mowedatd
Jerusalem, the horror and trouble increased eveam.ndewish people turned on each other. There beitées
between those who wanted to fight and those whaedapeace. Groups of Zealots reportedly torturet lalted
thousands of their peaceful-minded countrymen. Bé#ne militant group was so great that no oneeddo bury
the bodies of family members, which lay untendethestreets. Another quote from Josephus is tpdirg:

“The noise of those that were fighting was incegsboth by day and by night; but the lamentatiohthose
that mourned exceeded the noise of the fighting. Was there ever any occasion for them to leavehefir
lamentations, because their calamities came paipgtone upon another. . . . But as for the sed&ibands
themselves, they fought against each other whalepiing upon the dead bodies which lay heaped poa u
another, and being filled with a mad rage from ¢hdsad bodies under their feet, they became the fieoce.
They, moreover, were still inventing perniciousntys against each other; and when they had resolved



anything, they executed it without mercy, and oadlitho method of torment or of barbarity (V. [1]."8td. in
Mauro 250)

When Titus reached Jerusalem, he sent Josephuswafdis captive, to the Jews to urge them to
surrender and be spared. The urgent plea withdustoymen not to resist the power of Rome was tavail. So
the siege began.

the Romans camped outside the city walls, people wiestroying each other within. The fighting men
hoarded what little food could be found and the starved. This led to even more horrible sufferamgl struggle
over a mere hite of food. Josephus reports: “NowhoBe that perished by famine in the city, the bemwas
prodigious, and the miseries they underwent wespemkable; for if so much as the shadow of any kirfdod did
anywhere appear, a war was commenced presentlyhardearest friends fell a-fighting one with areotabout it .
.." (VI 3:3; Josephus 578). Josephus even recaumgsvoman who killed and ate her own son in thepeeation of
starvation (VI 3:4; Josephus 578-579).

Jesus had said, “Unless those days were shorteodish would be saved; but for the elect’s sékosé
days will be shortened.” Mercifully those days wsheortened before the entire city perished. The &mnfinally
were able to enter the city, at which point themsthousands in the battle that followed, and nmanye were sold
into slavery. Again taken from the record of JosephMauro accounts for the details below from tbespective of
Bible prophecy.

When at last the Romans gained entrance into tiye ttie soldiers had become so exasperated by the

stubborn resistance of the Jews, that they could@oestrained from wreaking vengeance upon theveus.
So they indulged in slaughter until weary of it.eTsurvivors were sold into slavery, but at a veny price,
because they were so numerous, and the buyersfewerdhus was fulfilled the word of the Lord by Msss
“And there ye shall be sold unto your enemies faxdmen and bondwomeand no man shall buy yb{Deut.
28:68).

Many were put into bonds and sold to slavery inBggptian mines, thus fulfilling several prophecibat
they should be sold into Egypt again, whence Gabldedivered them (Hos. 8:13; 9:3).

In concluding this part of his history Josephusegithe number of those who perished (a millionramedred
thousand) and of those sold into slavery (ninetyesghousand), and explains, as we have alreathdstat
“they were come up from all the country to the fezfsunleavened bread, and were on a sudden shioy ap
army.” And he adds: “Now this vast multitude wadeerd collected out of remote places, but the entit®n
was now shut up by fate as in prison, and the Roanaty encompassed the city when it was crowded with
inhabitants. Accordingly the multitude of thosettparished thereiexceeded all the destructions that either
men or God ever brought upon the wor(sl. 9. 4).

Thus ended, in the greatest of all calamities efgbrt, the national existence of the Jewish peepid all
that pertained to that old covenant which was tutstd with glory (2 Cor. 3:7, 9, 11), but which wés be
done away.” (Mauro 254-255, emph. orig.)

Josephus certainly has reported much more, butigistéated above is sufficient to show that thisila be
the “time of trouble such as never was since tha&®a nation” (Dan. 12:1).

The great deliverance:

Where was Michael during all of this calamity? Wase supposed to be standing watch over God’s [p@op
Truly he was, as we shall see. The people who lpsdisn Jerusalem were no longer God’s people. But kad
promised, “And at that time your people shall biveéeed, everyone who is found written in the bo¢kan. 12:1).
Those “found written in the book” were the eleciditen of God. According to God’s promise Michaé dtand up
to deliver them in a very marvelous way. The faetttthe Christian Jews living in Jerusalem escadpechorrors
mentioned above is one of the remarkable featdaants of history.

When Jesus spoke about the coming destructionre$alem, the disciples asked for a sign as to vien
would come in judgment. Jesus answered, “Theraftren you see theabominationof desolation,’'spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” ¢eter reads, ld¢tim understand), “then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the hoysetot go down to take anything out of his housed Aet him
who is in the field not go back to get his cloth@datt. 24:15-18).

turned His disciples’ attention to the book of Ddras the key to understanding what would takeepltts
another evidence that the destruction of Jerusaleth the end of Israel as a nation were the Spidtided
fulfillment of these prophecies. What Jesus saith@account of Luke spells it out even more cledBut when
you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then Kmawts desolation is near. Then let those wharadeidea flee



to the mountains, let those who are in the mid$tenfdepart, and let not those who are in the cgwanter her. For
these are the days of vengeance, that all thingshvere written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:20-22).
What Jesus foretold was all fulfilled in a marvedouanner. Again, Josephus has provided the detditsse
account is summarized from a Christian perspettjlauro.
The Roman general, Cestius, now led his army frgmaSnto Judea, destroying widely, and laid si¢ge
Jerusalem. Henade such rapid progress that the city was on thietf being capturedlhe seditious element
fled in large numbers, and the peaceable inhabitaste about to throw open the gates to the Roméres) a
remarkable thing took placep unaccountable from any natural standpoint thagan only be attributed to the
direct intervention of God, and for the fulfillmeot the word of ChristJosephus tells how the people were
about to admit Cestius as their benefactor, whesudglenly recalled his soldiers and retired from ¢ity
“without any reason in the world.” Had he not witheln when he did, the city and the sanctuary woold,
course, have been spared; and Josephus says /it stggposepwing to the aversion God already had towards
the city and the sanctuatiat he (Cestius) was hindered from putting anteritie war that very day” (Il 19:6).
(Mauro 245, emph. Mauro)

This unexplained event served two purposes, it dvsakm, in God’s plan. First of all, it would sexiis
dreadful judgment on the wicked people of Jerusalérhe Jews would have opened the doors to Cestind
surrendered to him, the end of Jerusalem wouldhage been a time of trouble greater than any oted, the
Temple would not have been destroyed. However, iaalddetermined and Jesus had foretold that botildstake
place. Jesus said, “Not one stone shall be le# ipon another, that shall not be thrown down” (M24:2). It
would not do, then, for the Romans to take thewithout force. Incidentally and later on, whenuEitcame to do
the job that Cestius for some reason did not dalb@ was determined to spare the Temple. Howelging the
fighting between the Jews, while Titus still remeadroutside the city, some of the Jews had set ¢éneple on fire.
When Titus entered the city, the Temple was alrdadyed; so Titus gave the command for his memvellit to
the ground. God was not about to let His housakert over and desecrated by Roman idols.

strange and foolish retreat of Cestius also settiveghurpose of deliverance. It provided the oppuotyuor
God’s chosen people to escape. Remember the sigddbus had given the believers. He said, “Bunwloe see
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know thategslation is near. Then let those who are in Jiideao the
mountains, let those who are in the midst of hgrade and let not those who are in the countryrdmee. For these
are the days of vengeance, that all things whiehvenitten may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:20-22). Thisga was
unmistakable. The armies of Rome did surround akrms and then unexpectedly retreated. The believers
remembered Jesus’ words, fled to the mountaingei@e? and escaped the dreadful judgment that fetlow

, the unbelieving Jews, who either did not knowge any thought to Jesus’ words, apparently saav th
retreat of Cestius as a sign that they would be #@blresist the enemy in Jerusalem. And so thdisasliZealots
returned to Jerusalem. And in a moment of appgreate several million unbelieving Jews came tosdgem from
all over the world to celebrate the Passover. Thathen Titus returned, trapping them all inside dity. Both in
judgment and in deliverance God’s plan was carmigd

What a perfect fulfillment of God’s promise to Dahi“And at that time your people shall be delivkre
everyone who is found written in the book.” Michathle great prince, did stand up to protect and/elethe true
people of Daniel who were the chosen of God. hasdifficult to see the archangel behind the idtief Cestius.
We can also see him together with his angels gogand protecting the Christian Jews as they flech fJerusalem
to the mountains.

Verses 5-7: “How long shall it be?”

Daniel 12:5 snaps us back to the setting of thelevikizion. Daniel had been standing by the TigrigeR
(10:4). Now he saw two others, presumably angels,am either side of the river. One of these ased.ord, who
had been revealing this vision to Daniel and washng above the water, “How long shall the fuffignt of these
wonders be?” He did not ask how loagtil these wonders are fulfilled, but how long shadiytibe? How long will
they last?

The Man dressed in linen “held up his right hand his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him whediv
forever, that it shall be for a time, times, andf laatime” (12:7). The dramatic holding up of thans and the
swearing by God the Father show that this wouldabeery important matter and that His answer wowdd b
absolutely certain and true. But what does it maédafly take it to be a period of three and a hadirgeThe actual
destruction of Jerusalem did take approximately fitvag. So in hindsight one could claim that it véadescription



of the actual time that the greatest tribulatioulddast.

However, this designation, “a time, times, and tealime,” has occurred before in Daniel 7:25 whiere
referred to the time that the Antichrist would hgesver over the people. In that connection we ftaveluded that
it refers to a specific time set by God that werzarknow. That description also fits this prophe®pd knew
exactly how long this time of trouble would lashel “half a time” may indicate that the time of tbdel would
suddenly come to an end or be cut short. Thatfddsaell with the words of Jesus saying that “fbe elect’s sake
those days will be shortened” (Matt. 24:22).

is interesting to note that 3.5 is half of 7, whislthe number of God’s covenant with His peopteall the
places in the Bible (i.e., in Daniel and Revelatiamere that specific time reference is used, taiking about a
period of persecution. So the time given by the NMuafinen probably indicates for Daniel and for that God is
completely in control of this time and every timiepersecution and trouble. He has predetermineéxiaet length
of time that He will allow it to continue. It wilbe just long enough to carry out the needed judgnaenl it will be
brought to a timely end so as not to destroy tketebut only to serve as a means of bringing thaok to Him in
repentance and faith. Truly as His people our oinmed are measured in the loving control of our igles,
wonderful God.

The Man in linen gave one more indication of tiroe the fulfillment of this prophecy. He said, “Whére
power of the holy people has been completely steatiall these things shall be finished” (12:7)isTis probably
the greatest evidence that “the time of the end’ this whole prophecy refer to the things leadipgaithe end of
the nation of Israel. The power of the holy peopses utterly shattered when the Romans destroyedsalem in
AD 70. The nation of Israel was so shattered thdid not rise again for about 1,878 years whennib® state of
Israel was formed in 1948. It is amazing that thveye restored as a nation at all. But notice thafrophecy given
to Daniel does not say that they would be complelektroyed. It does not say they would neveragan, as God
had foretold of many other nations. It simply sthet their “power” would be “completely shatteredliat can only
refer to the decisive end of the covenant natioisrafel as carried out by the Romans.

The Man in linen clearly states that at that tinadl these things shall be finished.” Everythingtiis
prophecy will be completely fulfilled by the timerhel comes to an end. That makes it impossiblaki® any part
of this prophecy as referring to the Antichristtbe end of the world. Jesus said almost the saing thhen He
spoke of the signs of the destruction of Jerusatebbuke 21:22. “For these are the days of vengeahe all things
which are written may be fulfilled.” That prediatiotherefore, ties Daniel’s words to the end ofrihdon of Israel.
Jesus also confirms for us that the Jewish peoplddanot be completely destroyed: “They will faif the edge of
the sword, and be led away captive into all natidwusl Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles utité times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24).

Verses 8-10: Daniel does not understand

It was not uncommon for the prophets to understamiy partially the prophecies that were given tenth
Peter said that they studied their own propheddshbw “what, or what manner of time, the SpiritGifirist, who
was in them was indicating . . .” (1 Pet. 1:10-1h)verse 8 Daniel stood up and said, in effectit@aminute; |
didn’t get it! So he asked the Man in linen praatfie the same question as the angel in verse 6inbatslightly
different form: ‘My Lord, what shall be the erjdr outcome or completiordf these thindg®’

Man in linen said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the nde are closed up and sealed till the time of the"e
Recall that in verse 4 He told Daniel to seal thgnuntil the time of the end. It's as if He waditg) Daniel that he
didn’t need to understand now. It was sealed thé&ltime of the end. At that time it would be rdeea that is,
when Jesus referred to this prophecy in warningdi$isiples of the signs of the destruction of Jalers. However,
Jesus gave Daniel one more bit of information ¢faae comfort to Daniel and to us.

“Many shall be purified, made white, and refinedit bhe wicked shall do wickedly; and none of thekea
shall understand, but the wise shall understandi #iom the time that the daily sacrifice is takevag, and the
abomination of desolation is set up, there shalbbe thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blesdeslwho
waits, and comes to the one thousand three huraitdadhirty-five days. But you, go your way till thed; for
you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritanaethe end of the days(Dan. 12:10-13)

Even in the end, as horrible at it would be, Dawis given the reassurance that the elect, tleepeople
of Israel, would be saved. It is an incredible evice of God’s grace and mercy to see how evereitirtie of the
greatest tribulation the world would ever know, ‘igashall be purified, made white, and refined.”

Interpretations about the 1,290 days and the 1¢238 abound. We won’t even mention those that look
beyond the destruction of Jerusalem, but rathansfam two legitimate ways to understand this last pf the
prophecy. One is very literal, the other more fegive.



The literal understanding

The daily sacrifice mentioned in verse 11 was theriice of a lamb every morning and evening in the
Temple, as commanded by God in Exodus 29:38-4G&ohlmection with this sacrifice being made, God also
promised, “I will dwell among the children of Istamd will be their God” (v. 45).

daily sacrifice would come to an end during the Bomsiege of Jerusalem. It was such an importantteve
and a sign of coming disaster that Josephus, wisonséching the whole thing take place, noted thg gay when
it happened. It was the 17th day of Panemus (wivahid correspond to our July) in the year AD 70.

other event mentioned was the setting up of “therrabation of desolation.” Jesus, we remember, had
explained in Luke 21:20-21 that the armies encigclierusalem would be a sign for the believerset Jerusalem
to the hills outside of Judea. That event begath@month that corresponds to our November in #er B6.
Counting the full months between gives a total gears and 7 months or 43 months between thoséportant
events. 43 Jewish months is exactly 1,290 daysh Suchronology would, it seems, fit very well wighliteral
understanding of the 1,290 days in verse 11.

God also said, “Blessed is he who waits, and comdbke one thousand three hundred and thirty-five
days.” What great blessing would come 45 days katénose who “wait,” who survive? Josephus recstinat the
siege against Jerusalem suddenly and unexpectedgdevhen the factious element of the Jews came dowvof
the towers and strongholds of the city. Titus whke a0 enter the city and bring the whole ordeahtoend.
Josephus said that this happened on the seventf tlay Hebrew month Elul, which corresponds totSeyber. So
approximately a month and a half or 45 days afterdaily sacrifice ended, the time of great trowalme to an end.

Titus took the city, the militant Jews who were kiied were sold into slavery at a very low pridée more
peaceful Jews who had been caught in the city laosktwho were imprisoned by the factious elememné a# set
free and granted pardon by Titus. An interestirte siote comes from another ancient source, Phatostin his
work, The Life of Apollonius of Tyan®:29): Titus reportedly refused to accept a wredtvictory, as there is “no
merit in vanquishing people forsaken by their owsdG(qgtd. in “Siege”).

As we heard earlier, many chose to kill themsehras their families rather than endure more sufteand a
wretched end. But as God promised, those who waiteldsurvived to the end of the 1,335 days wergsbik More
than the blessing of being spared from death, e given a new time of grace to learn about ttreg Savior
from sin and death.

that Jesus spoke about the time being shortenediito sake of the elect.” But those who were alyead
believers at the time of the siege had fled torttoeintains and escaped. So we may suggest that &bHlik elect
also among the Jews who as yet did not know ondidyet believe that Jesus was their Messiah. Psramong
such elect were also believing Jews who came tesdfam to celebrate the Passover and could nat.|€av their
sakes God brought the siege to an end earlierakpected. They were truly blessed, being save@migtfrom the
terrible time of trouble, but also from eternalni@nt in hell. For they too would be refined in fire, purified, and
made white through the gospel of Christ that engerttiand sustained their faith.

The figurative understanding

All of that seems very convincing. However, as sgmat out, the two main events are listed in reger
order. For that reason, they say, there can’t B80lactual days from the taking away of the daalgriice to the
setting up of the abomination of desolation becaluiseabomination of desolation came first. So tiade this verse
in a more figurative sense. That is, it gives thassurance that the period of judgment would baddrand that
there would be mercy for those who hold out.

response to the reverse order of the events, we that God does not say “from the time that thdydai
sacrifice is taken away tine abomination of desolation.” That would be tleemal wording if it were listing the
events in chronological sequence. Rather, the teats are simply connected with “and.” In effectea@ould say:
Between this event and this event, there will behsand such time. With the general kind of wordimghe text it
doesn’t explicitly or tacitly indicate which comfist.

Since the prophecy specifically mentions those amgtual events and since the times are so close and
accurate, the literal understanding seems preferéo, the original question was “How long.” Gegems to be
giving a literal answer to that question. An anstitet by God’s grace faithful Jews in the city ntighscover and
find hope to hold on during the turmoil. Perhapsytivere some of “the wise who shall understand fitoeed at
the end of verse 10. The wicked did not understand,they continued to do wickedly to their owntdegion. But
the wise understood, placed their hope in God’sd)Mand were delivered as God promised.



would seem that the best way to understand theee iassages is to recognize that God first gavera m
vague description of the time at the end as “a,timees, and half a time” (Dan. 12:7). Then for #a&e of the elect
who might have access to this book around the tfrtee invasion or while under siege, He gave tleis/ exact
time so that they could have hope and hold on.

Verse 13: A final word of promise

Daniel still might not have understood everythiBgt that was alright. The Lord reassured him tleawnould
“rest.” Daniel would die and rest with his fathémag before any of this took place. He would nat aey of these
troubles. God also gave him the wonderful reasser#imat he would rise to his “inheritance at the ehthe days.”

is the glorious promise that every believer holésrd Whether we understand every detail of prophecy
doesn’t matter. Much of it, especially the timenfies that are predicted, are difficult to understavidny have
drifted far afield in speculating about these numaland times. It is better to stand firm on thedsiwe know and
the sure promises of salvation through the forgegsnof sins in Christ. For the rest we can aweaitgllorious time
when we too “will arise to [our] inheritance at thed of the days.” What a glorious end we see #&aldaim in
this magnificent book of prophecy.

Notes

! Appendix A is not included in this issue. See page 27 for more information.

2 In accord with the convention used in the Complete Works of Josephus, the Roman numeral
specifies the book; then come chapter and paragraph numbers, separated by a colon. The page number
of each quotation in Complete Works is given last per MLA guidelines.

3 “Wars” refers to “The Wars of the Jews” in Complete Works.
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Book Review

Jason Moore and Len Wilson: Design Matters: Creating Powerful Imagery for Workh
Abingdon Press, 2006, paperback with DVD, 114 pages

If you are the parish pastor who appreciates a dmdtetin cover but has trouble finding
satisfying graphics and layouts that fit nicelylwytour service themes, this small book may welb tyelu
create new and refreshing images on your own. Geajgsigners Jason Moore and Len Wilson have put
together a volume for untrained artists to learmedasic design principles so that they can create
satisfying images for worship.

The first few chapters present the importanceoafimunicating the gospel through images. Jesus
Himself often used picture language to presenh&uh such a way that they would be remembered
easily. Worship graphics can also play a role gspnting Scriptural concepts in memorable ways. Who
doesn’'t remember a striking illustration? In one@dote a woman noted that a particular worship anag
presented in her church had such an impact thatlgaely remembered the point of the sermon six



months later.

Communicating graphically is different than comneating in text. We are very good at
communicating in word (we are taught this over amdr again in school). To communicate with an
image, however, is not as simple as finding a pacelip art and slipping a Bible passage undetmeat
The authors emphasize that the image itself shmaddmunicate an idea, and they show the reader tiow t
find and construct images that do this. One maycaog¢ for every specific example the authors ptesen
but the underlying concept they teach—to thinkdanmrts of metaphor as a foundation for imagery—is
solid.

The book’s focus is on worship images for the strémich as images to be projected in
connection with sermons or hymns), but the designciples presented could be adapted and used
effectively in bulletin covers, evangelism matesjaposters, and other forums where good religious
images are needed or helpful.

Topics covered include such things as learnings® reference material (you'll start watching
television commercials and looking at magazine iada whole new way!), composition and texture
guidelines, how to use color, how to manage ligitt shadow, using fonts and typography, and building
a set of images for an entire worship service.

An accompanying DVD shows examples in color oftladl images in the book (the book is not
printed in color). It also reviews and reinforcés tdesign principles through further examples and
explanations. The disc includes several video iiron how to create worship graphics using
Photoshop, a popular graphic design program fopénsonal computer.

While a graphic design professional may find thi®k too simple, it seems to be just the right
introduction for the preacher looking to improve tuality of his worship graphics (either on theest
or in print) without investing a lot of time or mey At just 114 pages it is an easy read. If yoo'tdeish
to pay for the expensive Photoshop software td desmigning your own images on the computer, you ca
couple this book with a powerful freeware graphmsl like GIMP (www.gimp.org), and you’ll soon be
ready to try your own hand at illustrating the grgaspel message.

- David Schaller



