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BACKGROUND

Smyrna was located on the west coast of the pteva Asia. As a harbor town on the Aegean Sea,
it was something of a crossroads between East asd. W

The city was founded by Aeolic Greeks in the 1&htury BC. Because of its location, it became
the object of desire among warring nations. Thuscity changed hands a number of times, but$ wa
never totally destroyed.

Alexander the Great and his successors builtitiiento a place of beauty. Smyrna boasted of
being the #1 city in Asia, although others, suckplesus, disputed the claim.

In 195 BC, the citizens endeared themselves toedRmybuilding a temple to Rome. They proved
themselves to be loyal Romanists and in AD 26 gerfar as to establish a cult of emperor worship.

Besides being a center of trade, Smyrna also beearenter of learning, especially in the areas of
science and medicine. One might wonder if thishere Luke, "the beloved physician," received his
education, since he joined Paul's entourage sonrevit¢he province of Asia. It is known that thefane
author, Homer, was born and educated in Smyrna.

It would appear that there was a large Jewishngoilo the city. This would account for their atyili
to make life difficult for the Christians there.

No record can be found concerning the establishwfem Christian church in Smyrna. Perhaps Paul
made an unrecorded stop there during his secotidrdmissionary journey. A more likely theorytist,
due to its proximity to Ephesus (about 50 mildsg, Gospel was carried there by Christian businessme
was picked up in Ephesus by some, who came fronti@&myOne might also think of such faithful
preachers as Timothy and Tychicus.



The combination of heathen pride in the Impeniddus and Jewish antipathy toward the Gospel
made the Christian church in Smyrna a prime taiggtersecution. The church's continued loyalty to
Christ served only to inflame the enmity of botiwdend Gentiles. The martyrdom of Polycarp, tistadp
of Smyrna, shows how far the enemies of Christ wellaing to go. One wonders how many other Smyrnan
Christians were ushered into eternal glory by thésns.

EXEGESIS AND COMMENTARY - Revelation 2:8-11

8. Kailt® ayyéAw g év Zuvovn ékkAnoiag yoahov: Tade Aéyel 0 mMOOTOC Katl O E0XATOG, OG EYEVETO
VEKQOG Kal EéCnoev:

AND TO THE MESSENGER OF THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA WRITEHESE THINGS SAYS THE
FIRST AND THE LAST, WHO BECAME DEAD AND HE LIVES:

Tade Aéyel - "these things says He" - The words that follamne from the mouth of Jesus Christ Himself.
The reader should hear these things with the utreestence and submission. He should searchroilea
what manner these can be applied to himself.

0 TeWToG kal 0 éoxatog - "the First and the Last” -  Jesus identifiamself as the First and the Last (cf.
1:17). As the First, He existed before all thiagsl is the Creator of all. All things exist by kgl and
through His Word. He was in the beginning with Gadl things came into being by Him; and apart from
Him nothing came into being that has come into ¢péilmhn 1:2f).

He upholds all things by the word of His power (HeB).

As the First, He is also the Foremost. Chrigtdsaabove all things. He is Lord over all. God
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly plai@@sabove all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not ontizi;yage, but also in the one to come (Eph. 1:20f)
God highly exalted Him, and bestowed upon Him thmae which is above every name, that at thame
of Jesus every knee should bow . . . (Phil. 2:9f).

As the Last, He continues to stand, after all els®died or been destroyed. None shall come, who
will be able to destroy Him, so that they can cléinbe the last.

As the Last, He shall stand on the final day tgpithe nations, to condemn His enemies and to
vindicate His people. Those martyred souls, wiyooert, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou
refrain from judging and avenging our blood on #hafo dwell on the earth” (Rev. 6:10), will see the
vengeance of the Lord. Though the armies of Sayaio destroy the Church and her Lord, Christishal
stand at the last and His Church shall rise todskeside Him.

It was to encourage His Old Testament peopleGoat described Himself in similar terms: "I, the
Lord, am the first, and with the last, | am He'a(ld1:4). This is the One, who "delivers up naibafore
Him, and subdues kings" (v.2). This is the Onegwéils His people, "Do not fear, for | am with yalo
not anxiously look about you, for | am your Godwill strengthen you, surely | will help you, suyélwill
uphold you with My righteous right hand" (v.10).g#in, to reassure His people, as they faced a fholwer
enemy that served idols, He declares, "Thus saykdhd, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, thellas
hosts! 'l am the First and the Last, and ther®igod besides me" (Isa. 44:6). Promising thelwetance
from Babylon, God said, "l am He, | am the Firsim also the Last" (Isa. 48:12). Moreover, at fast,
this Deliverer identifies Himself as the SecondsBarof the Trinity: "Come near to Me, listen tosthiFrom
the first | have not spoken in secret [cf. JohrR2QB:from the time it took place, | was there [ifhn 8:58],
and now the Lord God has sent Me, and His SpisH.(48:16).

The same First and Last now speaks words of eageurent to the Church in Smyrna, for they too
were facing enemies, even governments that comrdathéenorship of idols.

¢yéveto vekoog - "who became dead” - With the usewafveto, Jesus is saying somewhat more than
gl or Bvnokw. éyéveto causes us to look not so much at the fact of Elisgodead, as at the coming of
death upon Him. It is a matter of viewpoint. Tgerspective is Calvary rather than the tomb.



It is a shocking revelation: He who is the Fast the Last actually became dead! Though foreign
to Him by virtue of His holiness, nevertheless Haesas allowed to come upon Him. HE allowed it.e"H
became dead." The words seem to say that He dritecedeath, rather than death coming upon Him.

élnoev - "He lives" - More surprising is the fact thée is alive! "He was dead, but see, He liveth!"
(TLH, #189). The use of the aorist makes this &keexcited announcement, such as the women may have
used upon returning from the tomb: "He lives!" Ivbes taken on death in battle and has emerged ioigsor

For those, who have faced persecution and muktftoavard to more and greater hostility, the
words of Jesus in this verse are an anchor fosdhé He is the First and the Last. No mattertwian and
governments may try to do to them, their Lord aeddéemer will be there to see them through all wee
there before these enemies ever appeared on the, scal He will be there long after they are gone.

Furthermore, He Himself has passed through dewathsaalive forever. He is the Conqueror of
death. Though they must face death itself, theycoamfidently proclaim, "Death is swallowed up iotery
... Thanks be to God, who gives us the victorgugh our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 15:54,57).

9. O& cov TV BAWY kat TV TTwxelav, AAA& TAOVOLOG €, Kal v BAaodnuiay €k Twv Aeyovtwv
Tovdaiovg eivat éavtole, kal 0UK L0V AAAQ CUVAYWYT] TOU LATAVA.

| KNOW YOUR TRIBULATION AND POVERTY, BUT YOU ARE RCH, AND THE BLASPHEMY OF
THE ONES SAYING THATIITHEY ARE JEWS, AND THEY ARE NOT, BUT they are THE
SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN.

Odda - "I know" - Tribulation does not come upon theldren of God, because He "is occupied or gone
aside, oris on a journey, or . . . is asleep a®tia to be awakened" (1 Kings 18:27). He knowslisHully
aware of all that is happening. He even knowshallwill happen.

These tribulations came upon the Smyrnans witliulh&nowledge and consent of Him, who
controls all and who gave Himself into death toeesd them from sin and death. If He knew, but was n
bringing a stop to the suffering, then they cowddassured that He was controlling the events ih ausay
that all things would work together for their go@ii Rom. 8:28).

AW - "tribulation” - Every Christian ought to be awahat tribulation is an everyday occurrence withi
the Church of Christ. "For thy sake we are beingtp death all day long; we were considered asshe

be slaughtered" (Rom. 8:36). "Through many tribates we must enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 1.22
Yet Jesus gives usassurance: "In the world you have tribulation, talke courage; | have overcome the
world" (John 16:33). Truly, He is the First ané thast. Therefore, we persevere in tribulationnfRo
12:12); yea, we "exult in tribulation” (Rom. 5:8)r we know that "in all things we more than congque
through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37).

mv Ttwxelav - "poverty” - Considering the context, we cludle that this poverty came as a direct result
of the tribulation. In Smyrna, the Christians wprebably facing the same sufferings of which timgesx to

the Hebrews speaks: "You accepted joyfully thewseinf your property, knowing that you have for
yourselves a better possession and an abiding(bieds: 10:34). On various trumped-up charges, the
believers lost their possessions.

mtAovotog - "rich” - When a man sets his heart on Christ{dkes it off the things of the world. His heart
cannot be set on both, "for either he will hatedhe, and love the other, or else he will holdrie,cand
despise the other" (Luke 16:13). Therefore, weuaged, "Do not love the world, nor the things thed in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the lovdloé Father is not in him" (1 John 2:15).

It was because they set their hearts on ChristhlieaHebrews were able to accept the loss of the
property joyfully. The same holds true for Mos&hp gave up the riches of the Egyptian palace, usea
he considered "the reproach of Christ greater sithan the treasures of Egypt; for he was lookinipé



reward" (Heb. 11:26). Likewise, the disciples wailing to leave everything in order to follow Qi (cf.
Luke 18:28). To them, Jesus gave the promise:yTrsay to you, there is no one who has left hause
wife or brothers or parents or children, for thkesaf the kingdom of God, who shall not receive ynan
times as much at this time, and in the age to ceteenal life" (Luke 11:29f). Paul said, "I cowaik things
to be loss in view of the surpassing value of kmmgnChrist my Lord . . ." (Phil. 3:8).

True riches are those bestowed upon us througattiméng work of Jesus Christ, who "though He
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, thattiicough His poverty might become rich" (2 CoR)8:
The riches of Christ, the riches of wisdom and kieolge, of righteousness and peace, of life and/glor
exceed by infinite measure all the riches of theldvoThe riches of Christ can buy things that goidilver
could never buy. With these we gain victory oviar death, Satan, and hell. Through these wenattai
resurrection from the dead and eternal glory irvlea Earthly treasures are but for a moment;itthees of
Christ are eternal. Therefore, "do not lay upyfourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rus
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.lauip for yourselves treasures in heaven, wheitber
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do reakbin or steal" (Matt. 6:19f).

The Christians in Smyrna had been deprived of gwaithly riches, but no one could take away their
heavenly wealth. They were rich in the midst @itipoverty, for they knew the Lord Jesus and plabeir
faith in Him, "in Whom are hidden all the treasuoésvisdom and know-ledge" (Col. 2:3). When God
looked down upon them, He saw them clothed in suoys garments and costly jewelry. They could
proudly proclaim, "I will rejoice greatly in the kd, my soul will exult in my God; for He has clothee
with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me witbbe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decksHims
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself methjewels" (Isa. 61:10).—Would that God would gige
the gift to see ourselves as He sees us.

Sadly we note that the church in Laodicea wastftghesis of the church in Smyrna: "You say, 'l
am rich, and have become wealthy, and have needthing,' and you do not know that you are wretched
and miserable and poor and blind and naked" (R&v)3 Material riches often coincide with spiritua
poverty.

mv pAacdnuiav - (Brag - sluggish, stupidpnun - speech) "blasphemy; evil speech; injurious speec
slander; railing" - It is difficult to know whethéhe blasphemy was directed against the Chrisbaagainst
their Lord. It was probably both; one who is agathe Master is also against the slave: "If thesspcuted
Me, they will also persecute you" (John 15:20).e Dpposite is also true: "The one who rejects pjects
Me" (Luke 10:16). These Jews hated the name oECémd spoke evil of it. They also hated thedwirs
of Christ and spoke evil of them. The latter fiaaety have been the cause of the government's seaikthve
property of the Christians.

Such Jewish blasphemy was not peculiar to Smyfieir slander echoes through the New
Testament. We read of Jesus that "they were sayamy other things against Him, blaspheming" (Luke
22:65). We read of Paul and Barnabas in Pisidiaiiogh: "But when the Jews saw the crowds, theyewer
filled with jealousy, and began contradicting thmgs spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming" (Acts
13:45). In Ephesus, Paul withdrew from the Jewsahse they were "speaking evil of the way" (A&9L
Paul even confessed that, before his conversignpbewas a blasphemer (1 Tim. 1:13).

ovvaywyn tov Latava - "the synagogue of Satan" - Fleshly descend&ooy Abraham does not make
one a true child of Abraham. There was more tcaAbm than flesh. That flesh now lies in ruin
somewhere south of Jerusalem, but the spirit oflAdlim lives on in glory.

It stands to reason, then, that the spirit excésglflesh in importance. God, who looks upon the
spirit more than the flesh, declares that true eledency from Abraham does not come through the aleed
the flesh, but through the "seed" of the spirihafseed, which gave life to the spirit of Abrah#sthe seed
that gives life to the spirits of men everywheheig producing true sons for Abraham. It was thep@b
promise given to Abraham that gave him faith. ldkdved that God would raise up a Savior from bisd.
By this faith he was sanctified from the world detame the progenitor of a new race. As manyas ha



been born anew by the seed of the Gospel have leeowmmbers of this new race and thus children of
Abraham.

God has granted the inheritance to Abraham by meagromise. . . . And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs accordingromise (Gal. 3:18,29).

For the promise to Abraham or to his descendaatshih would be heir of the world was not
through the Law, but through the righteousnessiith f. . . For this reason it is by faith, thamight be in
accordance with grace, in order that the promisg Imeacertain to all the descendants, not only ége¢hwho
are of the Law, but also to those who are of tlite faf Abraham, who is the father of us all (RomL3}16).

They are not all Israel who are descendants froaelsneither are they all children because they ar
Abraham's descendants, but "through Isaac youeddsats will be named." That is, it is not thddien
of the flesh who are the children of God, but thiddeen of the promise are regarded as descen{Rats.
9:6-8).

Therefore, be sure that it is those who are o fdaait are sons of Abraham (Gal. 3:7L 0 0 1

In Smyrna there lived many fleshly descendantstwham. Jesus declared that they were not
Jews, "but are a synagogue of Satanviywyn - a bringing together; an assembly; especially, an
assembly of Jews gathered together to worship, prayhear the Scriptures.) The fleshly facade was
deceiving, for they had nothing in common with Alaen, except a few genes and chromosomes. In spirit
they were totally different, for they did not hate faith of Abraham. Abraham rejoiced to seeding of
Jesus; he saw it and was glad (John 8:56). Tlevge lated the day of Jesus.

Jesus revealed them for what they really wereu"si@ of your father the devil, and you want to do
the deeds of your father. He was a murderer fl@rbeginning, and does not stand in the truth,usca
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks, dnéespeaks from his own nature; for he is a éind the
father of lies" (John 8:44). These blasphemersrig®d to an assembly owned and controlled by Satan.
Just as he is a liar, so were they. Just asdeigrderer, so were they. They lied about GodJasds; they
killed Jesus and the prophets, as well as manyeofdilowers of Jesus. Seeing this truth, the Siauys
would not be disturbed by the opposition of thesealed "Jews."

10. undév Gopov & péAAels Taoxewy. 0L péAAeL BaAAewy O dafoAog €€ DpwV eic GLvAakny tva
TelEaoONTe, Kat €EeTe OAWPLY NHEQOV déka. YIVOL TILOTOG dxOL BavATov, Kal dow oL TOV OTEGAVOV TS
Cone.

DO NOT BE AFRAID OF WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO SUFFER;BHOLD, THE ACCUSER IS
ABOUT TO THROWI[ISOME OF YOU INTO PRISON SO THAT YOU SHOULD BE TESIDEAND
YOU WILL HAVE TRIBULATION FOR TEN TIDAYS. BECOME FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH, AND |
WILL GIVE TYOU THE CROWN OF LIFE.

undév dpopov - "Do not be afraid” - Like the reassuring woadsx loving and strong father, so these
comforting words washed over the trembling heblvw often these words have come from God to comfort
the hearts of His people.

Do not fear, Abram, | am a shield to you; your reshvshall be very great (Gen. 15:11).

I am the God of your [Isaac] father Abraham; dofeatr, for | am with you (Gen. 26:24).

Do not fear, for | am with you; do not anxiouslploabout you, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you, surely | will help you, surely llwiphold you with My righteous right hand (Isa.:2Q).

Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have cajlmad by name; you are Mine! (Isa. 43:1).

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father hetsosen gladly to give you the kingdom (Luke
12:32).

Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King coriging on a donkey's colt (John 12:15).

The living, active words of God penetrate the haad instill the very fearless attitude, whichythe
call for. Therefore, many a confident heart had:sa



God is our refuge and strength, a very presentihahpuble. Therefore we will not fear, though
the earth should change, and though the mountin®® the heart of the sea; though its watees snd
foam, though the mountains quake at its swellindep{Ps. 46:1-3).

The Lord is my helper, | will not be afraid. Whsdtall man do to me? (Heb. 13:6).

The Lord is my light and my salvation; what shdkar? The Lord is the defense of my life; whom
shall I dread? . . . Though a host should encarapmsagme, my heart will not fear; though war aagainst
me, in spite of this | shall be confident (Ps. 23)1

It should be noted that the confident child of Gloés not expect God to prevent suffering, although
He often does just that. The Christian does exjpectord to keep him in the midst of the painislhis
confidence that the gracious God will take him by hand and walk with him as he passes througfiréhe
He whispers in His child's ear the promise of vatiengs to come. He sets before his eyes thengsof
glory everlasting.

What then shall we say to these things? If Gddrisis, who is against us? . . . We know that God
causes all things to work together for good to ¢hobo love God, to those who are called accordridis
purpose . . . In all these things we overwhelnyirgginquer through Him who loved us (Rom. 8:31,28,37

& péAdec maoxew - "What you are about to suffer” - Jesus says, fiDon't be afraid.” He wants their
hearts to be calm before they hear the next prgph€he suffering was not over. More and more
persecution lay in store for them.

& - (acc. pl.) indicates that they would suffer ooe, but many things. Their future would have ssm
dark, were it not for the fact that their Lord e®avior was fully aware of what was coming. Hehis First
and the Last, sees the last as easily as the Hstsees the future with the same clarity as lde e past
and the present. He, who conquered death itsdiifjly prepared to handle whatever the futuredsinlf
the Master is prepared, the servants will abidsafety.

ov - "Behold" - This is an attention getter. Theygaomething coming, which is worthy of special
consideration. Certainly all the foregoing was thigrof consideration, but here was something whtey
may not have considered, but which they shouldzeal

péAAeL BdAAewy 6 duaPolrog - "The Accuser is about to throw" - The thing igrof special consideration
was the fact that the "Accuserdi¢BoAoc - accuser, devil - see Appendix) was respons$dslevhat was
coming. They would see the hands of men takingnthed throwing them into prison. However, they
should not be deceived by what they see. The rhthisoworld are not self controlled, but are guldsy
the hand of their "god": "The god of this world Hdimded the minds of the unbelieving . . ." (2 C&#).
The "prince of the power of the air" (Eph. 2:2}he spirit, who is at work in these sons of disobeck.
Satan is "the ruler of this world" (John 12:31).

Thanks be to God who, in the abundance of His yn@nd grace, has delivered us "from the
dominion of Satan to God" (Acts 26:16). The Gospdbrgiveness is the Gospel of deliverance. Fpait
of God has come with the Gospel and has entereainthearts, bringing the power of the resurrectib
Jesus Christ. Therefore, the Accuser no longetraisrus, "because greater is He Who is in you tiean
who is in the world" (1 John 4:4).

This is not to say that we no longer need to bewéthe Evil One. When our eyes turn away from
the Word of Christ, we leave ourselves open tdehgptations of the Accuser. It happened to Péter;
ignored the prophecy of Jesus, rebuking Him fddngl about His impending sufferings and death. But
Jesus "rebuked Peter, and said, 'Get behind ma;3ata/ou are not setting your mind on God's iests,
but man's™ (Mark 8:33). However, the power of @@spel of forgiveness drives Satan away, prevgntin
him from taking full control.

¢& buwv eic pvAaxt)v - "[some] of you into prison” - It is possibleatithe government was already
involved in the sufferings of the Christians, iia.the loss of their property. Christ's referetwéprison”



makes it clear that the government would take ahnmagre active role. Prison is the tool of the
government.

Of what crimes would they be accused, which wanidke them worthy of imprisonment? Jesus
did not say. Such accusations would have to beemsetause Rome was very proud of its system of
justice. Even when persecuting Christians, thesevgéicklers for proper legal process. Since theuser
was involved in this, the Christians could be gshe, if there was no existing law which they colbéd
found guilty of violating, he would move the goverent to make one (see Appendix).

tva melpaoBnte - "so that you should be tested” {va usually expresses purpose. The purpose of the
imprisonment was to test them.

It seems most likely to assume that Satan wasrbdesting themzaeipag is most frequently used
of Satan and rarely of God (e.g., Heb. 11:17).aSatpurpose was to find and expose a weaknetiztsioe
might use it to drive the individual away from Gitri

Jesus makes it clear that not all of them woultelsted in this way:€ vuwv, "out of you," means
that only some of them would be cast into pristmthis, we see His concern for the weak. He molt
break the bruised reed nor extinguish the smolkirg fThough Satan is allowed to use the governient
test God's people, God puts limitations on himJob). "God is faithful, who will not allow you toe
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the tetigm will provide the way of escape also, that yeay
be able to endure it" (1 Cor. 10:13).

It may be contended that God was really the Ohénbehe test. If this be true, then God's purpose
was to reveal the weakness in order to bring asivehgthening. Although God is always aware of our
weaknesses, we are not. His testing serves to nsévare of the chinks in our spiritual armorthet we
might patch them up. This is done through the payi¢he Spirit in the Word.

The idea that God would use evil men to accompiishgood purpose is not unusual. He has to do
this every day. Consider the following passages:

For there must also be factions among you, in diiErthose who are approved may have become
evident among you (1 Cor. 11:19).

You shall not listen to the words of that prophettat dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is
testing you to find out if you love the Lord youpn&with all your heart and with all your soul (Deli8:3).

[Joseph told his brothers,] you meant evil agaimst but God meant it for good . . . (Gen. 50:20).

In a sense, every testing has a two-fold purp@se,s and Satan's. Satan has his purpose ingestin
us. God has His purpose in allowing him to test\ ought to be aware of both, so that we arrsalues
against Satan's purpose and flee to the Word dbping for strengthening. Then we are taking adage
of God's purpose.

nueowv déka deja - "ten days" - The book of Revelation maskgsbolic reference to time in terms of
hours, days, months, and years. It is difficuldébermine what significance should be attachezhtin of
these. Perhaps it is only this that in real timeHhour is shorter than the day, which is shohtan the
month, etc. Further study may reveal somethingersagnificant.

As for the number 10, it is usually taken as thmhber of completeness. (I am still searching to
discover the difference between 10 and 7, whiciss taken to be a number of completeness.) Taehm
can be stated: the Lord has established a defimiteto the time of the tribulation and that thise is
relatively short.

There is comfort to be found in this. Our weak®yay see only the activity of men, leading us to
the assumption that the wicked are in control loer&arth and shall persecute us as long as thégdes
However, the Word reveals the invisible. It shawghat He, who is the First and the Last, rules a¥l.



When He allows the wicked to pursue us, He saysly'@is much; no more. Only this long; no longer.
God will have His way.

yivouv muotog axot Oavatov - "become faithful until death” - Clinging to @$t is essential for the
attainment of heaven. The crown of life is notegivo those, who abandon their Savior and areléaghin
death. The concept, "once saved, always savedildveoirely provide false comfort to such as therchin
Smyrna. They would conclude that, when put todirajtest (see Appendix), they could deny theirdav
and still have eternal life.

Whether or not the deatBfvartov ) refers to a martyr's death cannot be deternfiroed the text.
However, it is known that at least one member ef3myrnan congregation did suffer such a deatkeirTh
bishop, Polycarp, a student of John, was burnéueagtake in AD 155. Surely, these words of Christ
brought a special degree of comfort and strenguth as he.

The words echo Christ's encouragement to Hisplesi

You will be hated by all on account of Myname, but it is the one who has endured to thendrad
will be saved (Matt. 10:22).

[In connection with the tribulation of the Last BalyThe one who endures to the end, it is he who
shall be saved (Matt. 24:13).

Such necessary endurance does not come from sawaie istrength, but from Christ Himself. "He
who began a good work in you will perfect it untie day of Christ Jesus" (Phil. 1:6). Christ dites work
by means of the Gospel, "the power of God untoadimin” (Rom. 1:16). Faithfulness is a fruit of Bpirit
(Gal. 5:22), who works through this Gospel. Theref continuing in the Word throughout life is nesary
for endurance.

dcbow oot tov atédavov s Lwnc - "l will give you the crown of life" - Thetédpavoc was a wreath,
woven from branches, which was placed on the hé#tkeovictor in an athletic contest or military thet
Paul makes specific references comparing the Gmiststruggle with an athletic contest: "Everyorie
competes in the games exercises self-control ithiayys. They then do it to receive a perishabieath, but
we an imperishable” (1 Cor. 9:25).

Our contest involves endurance such as athletesrever known, but neither have they known the
sort of crown that we shall receive. Ours is awcrof life (the genitive is descriptive rather thaossessive:
this is not a crown which belongs to life, but awen which IS life). Though men may strike our heéal
kill us, Christ, who was dead but is alive, wilbem our heads with life. Ours is truly an "impaidble
wreath." The life which Christ gives cannot bectalaway.

The use obou (singular) makes this promise very personal. @sheone endures the tribulation, he
knows that Jesus has made this promise to HIM! LTdnd will not delegate this honor, but will persdiy
place the victor's wreath upon his head. How irtgdrwe are to our Lord and Savior. How loved!

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; foe tve has been approved, he will receive the
crown of life, which the Lord has promised to thege love Him (James 1:12).

11. 6 éxwv 0vg akoLOATW TL TO MVEDUA AEYEL TALS EKKANOLALS. O VIKOV OV Ut adiknOn ék tov Bavdtov
TOU DEVTEQOV.

THE ONE HAVING AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRITSAYS TO THE CHURCHES. THE
ONE OVERCOMING WILL ABSOLUTELY NOT BE INJURED BY Ti# SECOND DEATH.

As in the first letter (vv. 1-7), so here Chrisants all His people to listen to the message fannd
His letters. He sends His Spirit with each letserthat they speak to the heart of the heareereTis
application for all of us, not just for the Smyrsan



o vikwv - "the one overcoming” - The Ephesians had toeoree error and lovelessness. The Smyrnans
had to overcome tribulation. The victory can bespar Christ would never have held out this padbsib

ov ur) aducndn - "he will absolutely not be injured” - The doeliegativedv un) makes this an absolute
prohibition. There is not even the slightest cleatiait the second death can touch such a perdusa.istthe
promise of Him, who is always faithful.

¢k ToL Bavdrtov tov devtégov - "out of the second death” - The second deatlot a death such as
Lazarus must have gone through after having dieg and having been raised by Christ. The secoatt de
is defined by Christ: "And death and hades werevthrinto the lake of fire. This is the second tettie
lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not fourritten in the book of life, he was thrown into tlake of
fire" (Rev. 20:14f). This can be understood asimgf less than the eternal fire of hell. Jesukemd this
second death, when He said, "Do not fear thosekilhthe body, but are unable to kill the soul; wather
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and biodyell" (Matt. 10:28).

Those who emerge from the persecution victori@emothing to fear after death. The gates of
hell shall not prevail against them. The deathedf shall not reach out{ - out of) to do them any injury
whatsoever. Rather, they shall stand in the hdgtemple and sing the praises of Him, who gaventtiee
victory: "Thanks be to God, who gives us the vigtitrough our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 15:57)

SUMMARY

Jesus Christ, the Ruler of all things, presergt,@and future, who endured death and conquered it,
addresses a church for whom suffering was a dediity and death a good possibility. They hadaalye
suffered affliction for His sake, even the lospaiperty.

Some of their suffering was inflicted by the flgstlescendants of Abraham. However, these had
lost their claim to the name "Jew," because thdyngit possess the faith of Abraham; they blasphdtmed
Therefore, Jesus calls them a synagogue of Satan.

Jesus counsels them not to be afraid of the snff¢iat is about to come. The government, under
the control of the devil, will throw some of thenta prison. However, Jesus, who rules all, kndvisih
advance, and He has ordained that it will last anlyief period of time. It will be a test for thebut if
they endure the test and remain faithful, they wideive a crown of life. This hope and promisk earry
them through. Even if they must face death forddike, they are assured that the pangs of hellrsbtal
touch them.

HE WHO HAS AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRITISAYS TO THE CHURCHES.
APPENDIX A -di&poAog

Although Jesus referred to the devil as "Satawense 9, He here calls himapoAog, the
"Accuser," the "Slanderer.” In Rev. 12:9,10, 8asacalled the "Accuseriftyopoc "accuses"
(katnyopew) the Christians before God day and night. Altfioa different Greek term is used there, it
does reveal why the termipoAog, so aptly applies to Satan. It is his intentiomstir up the wrath of God
against us. He knows that the only way he caridag by accusing us of breaking God's Law. R he
has plenty of evidence. Thus, he can accuse uartpight.

However, we have overcome him in the blood ofithmb (Rev. 12:11). The Lamb stands before
the throne of God as our Advocate (1 John 2:1)(the who pleads our case. His blood has propitidie
anger of God, for it is the blood shed for the ®sitn of our sins.

Furthermore, Jesus removed the Law as an accysitoument. He did this first of all by
assuming our place under the Law and keeping é@syaequirement for us. Secondly, He did thishie t
manner spoken of by Paul: "Having canceled ouifuete of debt [the Law] consisting of decreesiaga
us and which was hostile to us; and has takentibbilhe way, having nailed it to the cross" (Chll4).



Nailed to the cross above the head of Jesus wesificate supposedly delineating the crimes forolhiHe
was being crucified. Men saw one certificate: i3esf Nazareth, the King of the Jews." But God aaw
different certificate, a certificate of debt conisig of decrees against Him and which was hogtildim.
The Law's accusations were leveled against the Boly of God, because He bore our sins. By fuifjlli
the punitive demands of the Law, Jesus has talehdtv out of the way. It no longer condemns usy wh
believe. "There is therefore now no condemnatiwritfose who are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:1).

Having removed the Law as a condemning documentislalso succeeded in rendering the Accuser
impotent, as Paul reveals in the verse followirggdhe quoted above: "When He had disarmed thesruler
and authorities, He made a public display of theaving triumphed over them in it" (v.15). "It" e to
the Law, the certificate of debt. In the spheréhefLaw, Jesus triumphed over Satan. He disatheed
Accuser by taking away the only weapon that Satardcuse against us. When the Law was fulfillethbo
as to its demands of righteousness and its denwdrmmishment, Satan had nothing more to hold again
us. He was defeated. "Who will bring a chargdresjasod's elect? God is the one who justifiesp gh
the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who ylsdrather who was raised, who is at the rightihat
God, who also intercedes for us" (Rom. 8:33-34).

Such is the significance of the namepoAoc. As to its application in this passage, it does n
appear as though Satan would be accusing the Sneybedore God. Rather it would be done before men,
even before the state courts. Perhaps by meahss# who belong to his "synagogue" or by means of
heathen Gentiles, Satan would succeed in brindiagges against the Christians.

The nature of the charges is not revealed. Thelddave been false charges, such as the Jews
brought against Jesus. Or they could have beegeh#hat the Christians failed to honor the Roman
Empire by worshiping in the temple dedicated toEngperor. Of course, such a charge would be true;
Christians would not worship the Emperor.

APPENDIX B - The history of the persecution in Smgr

It is impossible to say exactly when the proptagiersecution began. Already at the time of the
writing of Revelation, Emperor Domitian had inaugfed a state persecution of Christianity, accogritin
John's exile at Patmos. Domitian had declareddiits be "dominus et deus” (lord and god). Hentzhed
a persecution against all who would not acknowlddgeas such.

His successor, Trajan (98-117), was the first empie establish an official and long-standing
policy of opposition to Christianity. His documedtposition was that: 1) Any adherence to Chridfan
was punishable by death; 2) Christians were torbedht to trial only if accused; anonymous accuoseti
were not to be heard; the government was not telselhem out; 3) When tried, the defendant wasto b
asked three times, under threat of punishmeng &s a Christian; 4) Those who renounced Chrigfian
and were willing to observe the Roman rites, werkd pardoned; those who did not were to be put to
death; 5) Each case was to be dealt with on amithdil basis with no universal rule applying to Bvease.

The official policy thus established formed theibdor almost 200 years of persecution by the
Roman government. It also fueled the natural attipof the heathens toward Christianity. Mob erale
against Christians and the "lynch-law" became mpoegalent. In certain instances, the mobs forbed t
government to take action against certain leade@hdstianity.

As for Smyrna, we cannot say when the prophesteskegution began. However, we may be able to
draw certain conclusions. It was during the regiirajan that Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, wasdako
Rome for execution. On the way, he was allowedsib Christian churches along the route. Oneheke
was the church at Smyrna. There he met with Pgby¢he revered bishop of Smyrna. Forty years late
moved by the mobs, the proconsul in Smyrna tridgiddop under the guidelines established by Trajan.
After steadfastly confessing Christ ("l have seri#ah eighty-six years, and He has done me no wrong;
how can | blaspheme the King who saved me?"), Ropywas burned at the stake. ("The fire that bfons
an hour is not to be compared to the fire of elgquoaishment.")



The conclusion which might be drawn is that thephesied, state persecution took place either
soon before the martyrdom of Polycarp or immedyatte¢reafter (AD 155).

It may be difficult for people, who have grown inpa nation that practices freedom of religion,
separation of Church and State, and has such arityspf religions, to understand the Roman govents
attitude toward Christianity. However, to the Roniaperialist the state was the highest thing (gpsh
similar to the attitude of the Nazi or the Marxis8ervice to the state was the primary virtuee féligious
element was to be subordinate to the political el#m The gods peculiar to the Romans were natipods;
"Roman religion was the expression of Roman pasrigtthe bond of Roman unity, the pledge of Roman
prosperity."”

It is easy to see how the imperialist would redahdlistianity as being unpatriotic, even treasonous
The Christian practice of proselytizing would behed as an attempt to create a separate state withi
state. This new and growing religion was considereeal threat to the Empire.

Most other religions, being multi-theistic in neguwere willing to acknowledge the Roman religion
and even give lip service to the imperial cult.efidfore, the government was willing to toleratarhe
However, Christianity would have none of this.

Adding fuel to the fire was the fact that ChrigBaefused to participate in many of the public
festivals, since they were permeated with pagaiefisepractices, and immoralities. This and theegal
separatistic nature of the Christian religion gase not only to accusations of treason, but evehe
accusation that they were haters of the human r@deere is nothing new under the sun.)

At the bottom of it all, of course, was man's irenlaostility toward the true God. He is willing to
tolerate all sorts of pagan religions, for theywalhim to practice his evil. But when the truenlighines, he
cringes, for he loves the darkness rather thatighe

This fact caused the heathen to charge the Ginsstiith all sorts of gross immoralities:
cannibalism at the Lord's Supper; promiscuity atAlgape (love) feasts. Such widespread slandemnatid
escape the notice of the Roman officials.

These and a number of other things moved the Rgoaarnment to label Christianity as a "religio
illicta" (illegal religion).

“‘LEARN OF JESUS CHRIST TO PRAY”

A Sermon Study on Jesus’ Sacerdotal (High-Priesthgyer in John 17
(Continued)

by Paul Fleischer
SERMON STUDY #5: John 17:14-16

“I have given them Your word; and the world hasdebthem because they are not of the world, just
as | am not of the world.

“l do not pray that You should take them out of waeld, but that You should keep them from the
evil one.

“They are not of the world, just as | am not of therld.” (NKJV)

NO USELESS REPETITION

On the basis of verses 9-11 our theme was “Jesys [for His disciples who are distinct from the
world.” As we follow through with our study of thdigh Priestly prayer of our Lord we come to a fmort
in which Jesus again speaks of His disciples’ iatahip to the world. He teaches that the hatrfeth®
world for the disciples will be equal to the hatiethas for Himself. Therefore He prays to His \edy
Father that the disciples be kept safely from thié @ne, Satan. Since the Lord emphasized, through
frequent mention, the importance of His believelistinctiveness from the world, surely we will nake
the matter lightly, nor consider it useless rejmtit

The same Apostle John who recorded this sacergo#gler of our Lord writes in his epistle:
“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestomreds, that we should be called children of God!”
And note well how he continuesTherefore the world does not know us, because it did notkhiim” (1
John 3:1). It was because the unbelieving JewsPdate did noknow the Lord Jesus that they crucified



the Lord of glory. As with Jesus, so with his tfobowers! The world has always vented its arggainst
the children of God. As it happened with the Ldesus Himself, so His followers must be preparedhf®
day when, as Jesus prophesied in the 16th chdptexy will put you out of the synagogues; yes, tinee is
coming that whoever kills you will think that hefedfs God service. And these things they will dyool
because they have not known the Father nor Me. tligage things | have told you, that when the time
comes, you may remember that | told you of theroh(J16:2-4).

That time exists right now! There is not openspeution of believers in the Lord Jesus, but the
persecution is there and it is very real. We wobé&l powerless to endure were it not for the daily
intercession of our Lord! How uplifting it is fars, then, to hear Jesus pray in these verses thdiddiples
be kept from evil.

“I HAVE GIVEN THEM YOUR WORD . . .”

Note the reason Jesus gives for the world’s haiféelievers. Is it that believers in Jesus Glars
rude and dishonest people? Are they schemersjvewanalways out to get the other guy? Are thafish
and threatening people? Are they drunkards andteadts? Are they proud, backbiting, brawlers and
fighters who love war and hate peace on earth?sub and similar things, which even the world may
consider evil, cause the world to vent its hatrgdimst Christian believers? No! Listen as thedLgives
the reason for this hatred: “. . . | have givernth€our word; and the world has hated them. . Sirely
other reasons could be mentioned for the worldtesdaof believers, but Jesus mentions this asitsieand
primary one. The world hates the believers foirtattitude toward the Bible! Believers love theokfl of
God. They use that Word as the rule and normHferr ife on this earth. They find in the Word @bd
their comfort in the face of grief and sorrow. Thdord is for them the Bread of Life which satisfithe
hunger of their souls. It is for them the WateLdé& which quenches their spiritual thirst. Itfax them the
message of God’s love and forgiveness in and thrddig Son. The Word of God is the believers’ refug
and strength in times of danger and weaknesss ®ad’s lamp unto their feet and God'’s light urtieit
path. God’s Word is all of this and more to thédwers, andor this reason the world hates and despises
them! So also the people of this world hate the prarbf the true Word of God. They will do all they
can to hinder its preaching and teaching. Thsdibecause, every time the truth is preached,duntinoads
are being made into the domain of the evil oneau§aind the world of which he is the prince.

“... AND THE WORLD HAS HATED THEM . . .V

Let us not belittle, underestimate, or fail toaggize this reason for the world’s hatred of bedisv
Think of Peter’s three-fold denial of the Lord. uafly we focus upon Peter's weaknesses. But & thi
connection let us focus attention on the hatrethefworldlings that was exhibited at that time ghace.
They hated Jesus. They considered Him an impadttre Messiah, a fraud and a cheat, a gluttonaand
winebibber. It was basically in such fashion tiety considered Peter, for, as Jesus had saitheé¥f have
called the master of the house Beelzebub, how mumte will they call those of his household!” (Matt.
10:25). The observers in the courtyard had reasdoelieve that Peter was a follower of Jesus,hi$ “
household.” Hear the slanderous, mocking way thegatened the Lord’s disciple: “Surely you alse ar
one of them . . .” (Matt. 26:73). There is nothing one, the world hates more than a true disaplkbe
Lord Jesus Christ! If Simon Peter had admittetdimg a disciple of Jesus, they would likely haad his
life just as they were determined to crucify Jesus.

We are not saying this to make excuses for Pd®ather, we would underscore the truth of Jesus’
remark that the time is coming when he that killgi§tians will think that he is doing service to ddo
Nowadays in our land we are not in danger of simemartyrdom, and yet the hatred of the world tava
Christians who love and follow His Word is very @ent. | have pastored a couple of our CLC churahes
comparatively small cities in which our members kmewn as such--known as members of “that strict
church on the corner.” Most of our churches hédna tblack eye” and its members are often marked as
some kind of religious fanatics. And why? Ishiat they are scheming, selfish, loose-living baiekbiand
brawlers, or some such? No. Rather, as Christidnoslove God's Word and strive to live accordiogtt
our members are ridiculed and scorned for belonging church which is “against scouts and lodges,”
which has close communion, which “won’t let womerazh in the church,” and so on. In other worls, t
ridicule comes from obedience to the Word.

If and when we are asked, “Why do you belong thsa church?” let us recognize the remark as
similar to the one directed to Peter: “Surely yoe also one of them . . .” And though Peter, metiof



weakness, denied his Lord, may the knowledge ofgoeat High Priest’s intercession for us enabléous
stand firm in and for the truth. “If the world leatyou, you know that it hated Me before it hated.yIf
you were of the world, the world would love its awiet because you are not of the world, but | ehgsu
out of the world, therefore the world hates youenf@mber the word that | said to you, ‘A servanas
greater than his master.” If they persecuted Mey will also persecute you. If they kept My wotley
will keep yours also. But all these things theyl do to you for My name’s sake, because they doknow
Him who sent me” (John 15:18-21).

“. .. BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD . . ."

How Jesus stresses this point! And with theseda/éte gives an even more basic and underlying
cause for the world’s hatred of true Christiansoldihg to the teachings of the Word, and the stafusot
being of the world, go together as hand in gloWdere are those who parade around under the @risti
name who wish to be considered of Christ and ofntbdd at the same time. Not only is this a hyjaml
stance; it is in fact impossible. “No one can sewo masters; for either he will hate the one lawé the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and @esfhe other. You cannot serve God and mammorgitt(M
6:24). In spite of this, many try the fence-stiauylapproach. Somehow, somewhere, many havergotte
the idea that a Christian is one who must be Iquetlhated!) by almost everybody! Or it is imagirtbat a
Christian church is one which is willing to comprisms on doctrine and practice, which will never
“interfere” (as they call it) in the private lives its members. Or, it is thought, a Christiantpags one who
oozes with love and kindness every time he opensbuth to speak the Word of the Lord--as thougd Go
and His Word never warn against false doctrinesefateachers, false Christianity, false religiddich, in
other words, imagine that the essence of Chrigyiaaicompromise, when in fact true Christianitythe
most uncompromising message in this world. Aslbieen said before, the Christian church is to sasva
counterattack against an ungodly society instealafving that society to dictate how and what ¢herch
preaches, as well as how and what she practices!

“. .. JUST AS | AM NOT OF THE WORLD.”

What if our Lord Jesus had compromised and fetregldled when His life and teaching were on
the line for sinners? But He did not! Jesus madery clear that He was not of this world. Hé this on
numerous occasions, including when He stood bétdate and said, “My kingdom is not of this worldIf
Jesus had been of this world, then surely as a Kmgvould have had an earthly kingdom. But Herahtl
Even the malefactor on the cross came to beliedecanfess the truth that Jesus was not of the wdtel
prayed, “Lord, remember me when You come into Ykingdom” (Luke 23:42). And recall the words of
the Roman centurion at the foot of the cross wiesnslgave up the ghost. The Roman said, “Truyvtais
the Son of God!” (Matt. 27:54). And yet, though tes (and is!) the very Son of God from eternibge t
long-promised Messiah, Jesus willingly endured witkeatment and death by crucifixion!

“...NOT...THAT YOU SHOULD TAKE THEM OUT OF HE WORLD . . ."

As real as is the world's hatred for His belieyarg might think that Jesus would pray that His
heavenly Father would take them out of the worldh&y might be spared its hatred. But no. Jesesrut
pray that His followers go into mass retreat oteetd some isolated island. He doesn’t pray thay take
on the hermit life, or enter a monastery or conwenthat they might escape or be untouched by trilis
hatred. No! Jesus wants His own to limehe world but in such a way that they are ooit. Jesus wants
His own to live in the very midst of the world’sthed. And why? That they might witness to Him &did
saving truth. May God, through His Spirit, givealkthe strength so to do!

‘... THAT YOU SHOULD KEEP THEM FROM THE EVIL ONE.

Though Jesus doesn’t ask His heavenly Fatherki lialievers out of the world, here is what He
does pray for: namely, that they be kept and gubfden Satan and the fallen world. Make no mistiiet
it is Satan as the prince of this world who is behall the hatred leveled at believers. It is agahim and
his hosts that we are warring, not against flest lalnod. For this reason we need the heavenlyeFath
protection, and need it urgently. Anyone who imagithat he can stand against the wiles of thé deis
own is only deluding himself and will sooner ordlabecome a victim of the world’s hatred, succumii,t
fall from faith, and lose his or her soul. Thisiky the very Word of God, which on the one harmliis the
world’s hatred against believers, is on the otrardhthe believers’ only refuge against that hatredt us
flee to that Word, use it, guard, defend, and sheiti Then, and then only, will we be able tceliwut our



lives as strangers and foreigners in this world safdly see the salvation of our souls in the wayldome.
God grant this to each one for the sake of Jesnsdent sufferings and death for us!

OVERALL THEME: LEARN OF JESUS CHRIST TO PRAY
Theme for 17:14-16: “Jesus Prays that His Discipee&ept from the Evil One.”

l. Jesus teaches the fact of the wehditred for believers.
Il. Jesus teaches that God alone and\risl can preserve believers in the midst of thised.

Liturgical suggestions: Antiphonal reading: Psaf®ndymns 143, 516, 413, 159:1.

PAIDEIA

THE MINISTRY: A JOYFUL SELF-SACRIFICE:
BALANCING ONE’'S CAREER AND ONE’S FAMILY LIFE
[A paper presented to the 1985 CLC Teachers’ Cenfas. - Ed.]
by Theodore C. Thurow
YOU ARE HIS!

It began in baptism, was nurtured throughout ehddd, tested during adolescence, and is maturing
in your adulthood. It was given to you as a frée grou didn't ask for it, in fact, you couldnadsk for it,
but God gave it to you. You needed it, desperatelywithout it you would surely die. What is itR is
your calling as a child of God given to you by His gracious design, made posdhnleugh the innocent
suffering and death of His Son, and worked in yguHis Spirit's faith-creating power. “But you aee
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy natiggeaple belonging to God, that you may declareptheses
of him who called you out of darkness into his werfidl light. Once you were not a people, but naw y
are the people of God; once you had not receivedynbut now you have received mercy” (1 Pet. 209-1

Such a special plan, made for you as an individua$ no strings attached. It does not require
anything of you. However, it doasause some unusuatesults. No matter when you were called, at
whatever stage in your life, it changed your liéeever! You now belong to Godand what a splendid
future you have!

WORK FOR HIM!

Just as a faithful servant desires to serve higladent master or a rescued person feels such a
compulsion to do something in return for his savemr the child of God desires to serve his Lor&erve
the Lord with gladness; come before him with joydahgs” (Ps. 100:2).

God called you for a unique purpose. He has i falayour life. He wants you to give away what
He gave to you. And here is the surprise, the walugsult: you will give, and in return you wilabe more
than you started with. “Freely you have receiviegely give” (Matt. 10:8). Share your faith! Shigyour
light into the dark places of the earth. Spread ¢tiodness around. Serve Him as He served, looking
beyond yourself to others. See their needs; cortleeir aid spiritually and physically. “If you v any en-
couragement from being united with Christ, if almynfort from his love, if any fellowship with the &ip, if
any tenderness and compassion, then make my jopletarby being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing owalfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humilitgnsider
others better than yourselves. Each of you shtmdll not only to your own interests, but also te th
interests of others. Your attitude should be #maesas that of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:1-5).



Remember that the God who called you has furnigbedwith all the necessary tools to serve. He
has given you faith, hope, and charity (the loe thesus has for all mankind). Not to bury, busgend;
not to hide, but to use. God tells you, “Go! Wdok me!” “No one lights a lamp and hides it inaa or
puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on als&mthat those who come in can see the lightkéL816).

SELF-SACRIFICE MADE EASY

This work takes sacrifice. Look at the largerrg@e of our Lord and you can begin to see thestyp
of sacrifice He asks of you. He asks you to s@erifourself to Him and for His Kingdom work. This
sacrifice will involve heartache, pain, worry, agtyi, stress, physical exhaustion, mental drain, doubt.
These work-related problems can become unbearabdieis. But that is only if we were asked to simeri
on our own, from our own resources. That is netdhse. He is our resource. He tells us that sdexns
so hard He will make easy. “Come to me, all yowvane weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | antlg and humble in heart, and you will find rest f
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burdeigigl (Matt. 11:28-30).

The more time you spend with God, and the morework with Him, the easier it becomes. The
more you give of yourself from the bountiful resoces He opens for your use, the more He return®uo y
and the easier your burden becomes. To humblelvessand to give glory to God is to truly servenHi
“The last shall be first” takes on a new meaning, rather, begins to make sense to our foggy human
thinking once we start to experience what servic&od really means. Then it truly does becomeeeasi
as a spontaneous, overflowing, unstoppable cugemgrated by God in you and passed on by you tyoth
Your service as His child is important to Hinso much so that He has told you He will never tai gown
as you work for Him and sacrifice for His KingdorfAnd surely | will be with you always, to the veend
of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

A SERIOUS RESPONSIBILITY

All Christians have the calling to work and sacseffor God and His Kingdom. However, some
have been given a calling beyond this, one thaesstates special preparatierthe call into a specific
ministry (service) to our God and our fellowmens #&achers and pastors we have been directedhisto t
ministry through a divine call extended by God $otlrough a congregation of believers. Having dedn
by the Holy Spirit to accept this service, we héalen on a most serious responsibility involving Houls
of children and adults. To this task of soul-sgwive must bring our prayers for an unwavering fatdeep
devotion to our call, and an abundance of enerflgose under our care will need our close attentn,
most times our undivided attention. We will firleht sacrificing our time for those under our cagedmes
an obligation necessary to fulfill faithfully ath&t God asks us to do in this service. We must gy what
we feel are our needs and give to what we knowvthame needs. “Oh, may Thy [servants] faithful bept
lab’ring for themselves, but Thee!” (TLH 493:2) hi$ kind of attitude toward self-sacrifice needgtevail
in order to make our ministry effective and in tumiénh the Will of God.

THE PAST SPEAKS TO US

At this point we will consider, by the exampleathers, what it means to serve under our general
call as a child of God, and under our more speciilt into a special ministry. We can learn mubtlowt
what God requires of us if we look at this worknfrthe point of view of those who have served inghst.

As each name from the past is fitted with one efftiilowing qualifications for service to God, seayour
memory of these people for the parallel being dranh the point being made.

Always be faithful to God (Daniel).

Place God above family (Abraham).

Be ready to give up all for Him (Job).

Submit to His will (Jonah).

Learn humility (Peter).

Trust His Word (Moses).

Have confidence in His strength and comfort (Paul).
Share your blessings (Lydia).

Be devoted to your work and family (Luther).
Continue to study and prepare yourself (Timothy).
Know that He loves you (Ruth).



Make your family part of your ministry (Joshua).
Ponder His miracles in your life (Mary).

Be positive and full of energy for your work (Ppjli
Keep your body in subjection (John the Baptist).
Persevere under persecutions (Stephen).

All of the above and much more (Jesus Christ, GBdis).

After reading this list, all we can do is sigh amdnder how we can measure up. Remember that
each of these people mentioned had his stronggalaohg with many weaknesses. In each case yaut mig
be able to think of how weaknesses were reveatmthakith the manifestation of special gifts or sg#ns.
Each realized that, as a sinner, he had to lean Gual, not only to keep his strengths strong, ed &
support his weaknesses. Take note that the las¢é maentioned on the list as having done “all thevab
and much more” is Jesus. The other names arehanian! Just as we!

Having asked us to serve as He had asked all ttefsee us, our unchanging Lord will give us the
same kind of aid that He provided for them, thatignself. He asks only faithful service from uall the
rest will be taken care of by Him.

THE EFFECT OF THE “EXTRAS”

In the call form that you receive from the congtian there is often found, at the end of the usual
call information, a familiar phrase that may readsthing like this, “To assist also, as the circtamses of
the congregation may require, in such areas as $pint-given gifts and talents may be employed in
congregational work.” In this phrase can be codahany extra hours of service. The Lord wantsusse
the gifts He has given to the best of our abiliti@&ut can there be too much of a load on an iddiai that
leads to a diminishing of the joy in doing that ttex for the Lord? Congregation and servant maseflly
discuss how much can be handled beyond the mdiitsef without taking from it the time it needs the
joy it deserves. There is good cause for this alligreement. For example, if the congregatioreetsp
you to be the youth leader and as much as eleatsoythis position even if your gifts don't lie that area,
it is hard to decline if this has not been discdgseviously. You might also expect too much ofingelf
and feel that, because of your position in the cegation, you are expected to teach Sunday Schabl a
volunteer even when your time might not allowTihen, when the pressure becomes too great, ibifate
to change your mind. (There are many such sitastiyom choir director to lawn mower, from janitior
secretary of the congregation.) Neither the cogafien nor the called servant should approach laaat
preconceived notions about what “extras” are autmmast “because he/she is a teacher or pastal, an
So-and-So did this before.” (You may have heaisl tdoe would make a good secretaifye’s a teacher.”)

Each of us should be willing to give of ourselvdsen asked voluntarily. However, there is a limit
to our time, qualifications, and our energy. Puesg our time, outdistancing our qualificationsyda
burning up all our energy reserves will do nothmmg harm to our ability to function in a God-ple@si
manner within the guidelines of our main call. f@fere, how we approach the “extras” in our calla®y
Christian servants is important to our physical arahtal well-being.

THE ELIJAH COMPLEX

A positive attitude punctuated with genuine enexgygl enthusiasm causes a similar response among
those whom our ministry touches. The reversess s true. When our attitude is affected neggtive
rubs off on those around us.

If you are feeling self-pity because you feel overked, or self-indulgent pride because you seem
to be the only one who cares, or are grumbling @mdplaining at the seeming lack of zeal of thost wi
whom you work in the school or congregation, or'camderstand why your students or Bible Class
members don't seem motivated (“What's wrong witesd children, don’t they have any imagination?”
“Where’s the zeal among the members? Don’t theg edout the importance of God’'s Word in their
lives?”)—then you had better . . .

STOP! LOOK! AND LISTEN!

STOP your fault-finding, LOOK in the mirror, andSTEN to your words. What has happened to
that smile—to that cheery countenance? Who belongs to tbisning visage with the dark circles under



the eyes that you see staring out of the mirrgoa® Where have the kind words gerine praise for a job
well done? Why do you

hear yourself scolding, laying down the law, andlttiinding? What has happened to the prayers and
praises that used to always be on the tip of yoougue? You are suffering from the Elijah Complex.

The problem very likely isn't with your students the congregation. It is with you! Your joy is
gone and you feel trapped. You have lost youreehperspective. You don’t pray much anymore;ryou
praise has dried up. You are going through theanst You have lostyour motivation! Where did your
motivation come from when you began your ministritZcame from the Lord, Who called you and Who
instilled in you a strong desire to do His workutBin, the years, and the “extras” have takerr théli You
need to return to the source of your motivationgaoback to the beginning and regain what you heste
Turn to the Lord!

LOOK UPWARD - LOOK OUTWARD - SEE THE RESULTS!

Your joy can be regained. Turn to the Lord! H#d iead you to realize that you have been too
busy, too worried, too stressed, too turned inweaseh to think of looking upward to God and ask K
help, comfort, and strength let alone to see the needs of those around youey Tileed you. Your
co-workers need you. Your students and congregateed you. They need you as you were, an
upward-outward-looking person. You were calledniaister to them. If the “extras” you are doing the
congregation (whether self-imposed or by requestehmade you lose sight of why you were callechen t
first place, or if your own selfish nature has @xligour lack of motivation, then a change is needed

First, return to your regular prayer-life (whicbet not grow in a self-pitying atmosphere) in order
to communicate your needs and problems to the Livak He might respond to you with His usual
abundance of grace and blessings. You've beernngial that wisdom, strength, and encouragemeritewh
you were focused in the wrong directions.

Then, when you and the Lord are again on spedkings (He’'s been there waiting all the time,
sending you all kinds of signals that He wanted twohear, but you weren’t receiving), you and He start
mending all the broken fences you've left in yoalfish wake. When your positive side, with its ehe
smile, patient voice, and loving hand, has beetored by the Lord, it will have a dramatic effect those
among whom you labor each day, on those you thongh#n’'t motivated! They will be affected positiye
and motivated to the same kind of outlook. Loowam and look outward and see the results!

As these repairs are being made, you can alsotdward developing preventive measures so that
you don't fall into this selfish sin again. The shamportant measures are prayer (“The Lord hasdheg
cry for mercy, the Lord accepts my prayer” [Ps.]%:B2gular private meditations with His Word, aihe
advice and counsel of Christian peers. Beyondettiesre are some “practical” things that can besdon
ease some of the stresses that have helped todiymg your condition. Delegate more authorityn tpet
projects and duties over to others (you aren’tpleeeable). Get co-workers and congregation mesnber
more involved in the operation of the school/churcMany are very happy to help the servants by
performing tasks that would release the teachepastor to concentrate on their call. (Remember the
Jerusalem congregation? What did the apostleflyfihave to do to release themselves from the many
“extras” that were causing stresses that ate g ability to devote the necessary time to thaimistering
work?) Most people won't volunteer if you give tingpression you don’t need any help. But theyingjly
step forward if you show them you can't handldaha.

You will be amazed at the results! The work o ttord does go on without you at the helm of
every ship. When you see the enthusiastic respasfsathers toward these new avenues opethfan to
share their gifts, it will go a long way toward pag) you back on the JOY-track.

A JOYFUL MINISTRY

In order for us to perform in a joyful ministryelssacrifice is necessary. Much joy comes from
realizing that your sacrifices have made otherfujpoand that this pleases the Lord! However, ifiaerto
the point of losing that joy is not God-pleasingVhen this happens, it means that your reasons for
sacrificing were misdirectedthey were directed inward, not upward and outwdarterefore, even though,
humanly thinking, the words “joyful” and “self-safoce” do not fit in the same context, thasesuch a thing
as joyful self-sacrifice when it is properly motigd. And properly motivated self-sacrifice is



Gospel-motivated self-sacrifice! It is self-saicef that is turned away from one’s self to God atiters,
and it is self-sacrifice that is properly tempeasd controlled by prayer and personal Bible study.

A joyful ministry comes from the knowledge thatr dword loves us and supports us in our work. A
joyful ministry is experienced when we see a pesitind joy-filled response from those around usalfy,
a joyful ministry is knowing that it is pleasing toe Lord that we arwillingly andgladly performing our
daily tasks in carry out His call.

A DUAL ROLE

Many of you have another call from God. If yowédeen called as a husband or wife, as a father
or mother, then you are serving under dual respditgito God. He is asking you to serve in younistry
and in your mar- riage/family relationship. Yoesponsibility to your spouse and children is withdoubt
a calling from God, as is your ministry. A negkstfamily life and the resulting marital problenmlachild
rearing difficulties may cause a joyless and ingffe@ ministry. In order to maintain a smooth holife
where “all may be well with thee,” we must meditated pray about our relationship with our spous# an
children.

A PARTNERSHIP

Each spouse is a partner in marriage, chosen lay &oa help, proper and correct, just for that
union. God gave man to woman and woman to mare tcompanions in a marvelous way. He wills that
spouses live together in harmony. That harmongasily shattered when the companionship becomes a
one-way street. Communication is essential tophatner/companion relationship. Communicatiomecan
be one-sided! Let your spouse know your fearsjdms, heartaches, worries, and failures, as welbas
joys, successes, and blessings. To do so meangadihaespect and value his/her opinions and ghidit
help as God had intended. The result will be yioat will have a marriage partner who cares andeshar
your life and work.

The ministry with all its aforementioned pressucas easily cause a communication gap between
spouses. The inward-turning, worrying, stresgdilspouse doesn’t see the damage being causesirdyla
shutting out of the other partner. Silence is @@tays golden in a marriage. The wedge of silamitle
drive deeper and deeper between the two, causimyerwidening split. The longer this goes on, #rel
more severe the split (the lack of communicatitim, more difficult it is ever to repair the damadaon’t
allow this to happen! Be aware of your spouse&sdnend desire to share in your good and bad day®in
ministry. A spouse who feels needed is a supmdpouse, and a supportive spouse is one of tlagegre
blessings bestowed on you by God. Make your nmnegspart of both of your lives. When you acceptesl
call, your spouse accepted right along with youorkihg at this kind of God-pleasing partnership/our
marriage will forge a partnership between your mgg and ministry that will be to the glory of Gadd
the advancement of His Kingdom Work.

DON'T MISS THE YEARS

If the Lord give you and your spouse the blessdidag children, He also gives you a sacred
responsibility to “bring them up in the nurture aadimonition of the Lord.” They have become yours t
mold and shape in a sense, their future lies in your hands. Thidding, this training, takes a lot of time
and effort and prayer. They need your from morningl night. You are the most important part loéit
lives now. They lean on you! They need your opems and open ears. When children have problems,
concerns, upsets, and worries, they want answelaip! You need to be there to give that wheis it
needed, not later or when you have time. Whemml need to share joys, successes, excitemerasityr
and love, they want someone to respond to thenmu néed to be there to provide that response whien it
needed, not later or when you have time. Wherdadnl just need you to hold on to, to spend momeints
silence with, to be near, to be funny and sillyhwito laugh and play with, you need to be therdiose
years of sharing and caring, of laughter and Igeehy so quickly. If you miss themthey’re gone!l

The pressures of the ministry can cause you ts thisse years. When you bring your work home
with you and spend the supper hour complaining &agour day, or out of frustration snap at the atafd
about some duty not done (more than likely becafidgpical forgetfulness}- then you are missing those
years. When you are absent from the house so mmaththey forget to set a place for you at the supp
table when you do make it home, then you are ngstiose years. When they don’t laugh and play with



you much anymore because they know that “daddy mnmy is busy again and we can’t bother them,”
then you are missing those years. When you watch son blow out 13 candles on his birthday cale an
realize that you doniteally know him and think of all the things that you pised to do with him, then you
have missed those years!

Don't let it happen! It's so easy to do. A joyand loving relationship with your children nedds
be nurtured and worked at. Its result will be dybfamily life and, therefore, a joyful ministip which all
will share.

Your positive attitude at home (leaving the stessef your work at the front door) will make a
lasting impression on your children. They will grap remembering the time you shared, the sacsifyoe
made to help them, and they will see the benefitgoar discipline because you were there. Letiogr
ministry keep you away from your children’s needs cause irreparable damage to them and, moreover,
could easily lead them to choose not to follow auryfootsteps when they decide upon a car€arr ap-
proach to sharing family life with our ministry will helthem to see the blessings of doing God’s Work.

WHAT AN EXAMPLE!

Balancing the ministry with family life is a tremgously tough assignment. God has often held up
Christians from the past as role models for usotiow, people whom we can emulate and from whom we
can learn. In this re- spect, what better exangblene who tried his hardest to find the God-plegsi
balance between the ministry, marriage, and pargnbtian Martin Luther! Do we know of a busier man?
Think of the abundance of work the Lord accomplisbierough his ministry. His love for his work was
nearly all-consuming. His feeling of deep respbifisy to his calling finally even brought aboutshdeath.
Yet he always held his spouse and children in leigiteem (Kitty, My Ribby E. Jane Mall, says it aH
please read it if you have not, and reread it i )ave done so already). His duties as a spoubéatirer
were, in his opinion, very serious matters and vegmgroached as such. He cherished his family tames
did not waste them with selfish pity and pride (abvays, that is). They were filled with sharirgying,
sympathetic tears and hugs, playing, laughterjrsingrayers, and family devotions. Even whennid or
strangers dropped in, Luther did not let this intpt these family times, but made these visitopar of the
goings-on. When he had to be away because of ihistny, this special God-pleasing communicatiod di
not stop. He wrote many letters to each family imem He loved His wife and children as he loved
himself, as the Lord loved him and them. He nestepped being husband/father or teacher/ministe.
was always one or the other or both.

As a result, his house was a haven from the pressf his ministry. He had children who knew
that he was not too busy to help them or to shese tips and downs with them. Consequently hiklicdmn
cared about his ministry and understood when ik taia away, and why it was so important to him. He
had a wife who knew that he needed her, not onlgeip keep him healthy physically and to see to his
bodily needs, but also to help keep him healthyitsiily by sharing the agonies and ecstasiesef thork.
Therefore, his wife was deeply concerned aboutdmch devoted all her energies to their family andiso
ministry. She felt herself a partner in all he didl knew that he felt himself a partner in alt $tee did.

This man was a called servant who could say vagthda, “as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord.” For he did, in hisninistry, marriage, and parenting. His commitment to a God-pleasing
balance between his ministry and his family lifed@adt possible for them also to serve with himlirttaee
spheres of his work and calling.

A FAMILY OF ONE?

Do you unmarried or single servants have a regipitinsto family? In a sense you do. You are
often your own family! When you as a single setvae working for the Lord, it is often necessarybe
away from parents or loved ones, and to live alonde location of your service. You become younlyo
family. Where spouse and children are morale leossind physically and spiritually supportive innypa
ways for a married servant, you often must be youm cheering section. You are under the same yoress
from the ministry. The demands on your time amagrtoo — maybe even greater at times, because the
congregation, knowing you do not have family regloilities, might reason that you have more timetfe
“extras” spoken of earlier. You might also feelmmof an obligation to volunteer than if you werarmed.
Then, when the pressures of the work begin to moyou turn to yourself for support and there is no
support left. You become your own worst enemy!aéteout for support! Reach out for the comfort and



understanding that only God can provide. Keep ywager line open between you and Him. Remember
that He is family. He is father and brother, yolasest relative. Also, be reminded to seek out wisters
and brothers in the ministry for guidance, comfartgd support (the Lord gives us all strong shoslddren

it comes to helping each other). Friends andiveatwho share your faith in Jesus are anothercsoofr
help when you need a boost. You really have quitheering section! You need this type of “fantiige”

to keep your perspective on your calling. For yow, a joyful ministry is possible only when yoalénce
your “family time” with your call in a God-pleasinganner.

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE?

Each calling you acceptthe one into the ministry, that of a spouse, and fadher or motheris a
full-time call. Yet God asks you to serve in eacte faithfully and joyfully— sacrificing yourself for each.
Somehow you must balance these-egive equal time to all and still fulfill the respgihilities each brings.

It might seem that it is indeed in impossible nassvhen we look at the mountain of responsibility
that God has asked us to take on. “Isn't it imgme®” we ask, when we realize our own weaknesgds a
failings as we try to mea- sure up to God's expgewmta. We look at the mountain and we see JOB
PRESSURES, FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES, “THE EXTRAS'hd FINANCIAL PROBLEMS (they're
common among servants of the Werdnd the devil uses our sinful anxiety over thenamsther straw to
break our will). Weknow that, if we climb that mountain, we will encountigpression, stress, burnout,
self-pity, exhaustion, sinful pride, marriage diffities, parenting problems, and a host of othestaattes,
yet unseen. Impossible, right?

That's what may appear to be in store for us ftbenbase of the mountain looking up! But that's
our problem. All we can see is the mountain! We can't seettdp! We need to back off and get the wider
view. We need to see how God has the whole clilabred out for us. We need to see thakhlews that
we are humans and think like humans. We needderstand that “yes” inot the answer to the question,
“mission impossible?”

MISSION POSSIBLE

Rather, the answer is “NOMISSION POSSIBLE, ABSOLUTELY! God tells us thdiis is so.
He says, “I don't think as you think; I'm God. héw how to handle what you can’t understand. What
see as an impossibility, | see as entirely possibdieor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neithex your
ways my ways, declares the Lord” (Isa. 55:8). ‘tWman this is impossible, but with God all thinge a
possible” (Matt. 19:26).

THE WIND BENEATH YOUR WINGS

The source for its possibility is not within ourses. As we have seen, a search within us for the
needed strength to balance all our responsibiligesls only to despair. The source is found in our
omniscient, almighty God. “But those who hopehe tord will renew their strength. They will soam
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weahey will walk and not be faint” (Isa. 40:31).

Our source is outside of ourselves. It is neagssadirect our gaze upward and outward to God.
The Lord is our strength and tower, the wind bemeat wings, our rock, our fortress, our mightyiil

He has given to you the ministry and family respbitities. He has asked you to be teacher/pastor,
hus- band/wife, father/mother. He has given yom sburce of strength needed to perform these sacred
duties faithfully and joyfully— Himself. He is your Creator, Redeemer and Comfortds Creator, He
preserves and protects you, always keeping youdrcéte. As Redeemer, He gives you a sure hofieein
midst of your self-doubt. As Comforter, He brirjgg and peace into your life and work with the Galsp
message that faith in His redeeming sacrifice camamme all obstacles.

He gave you all this and more. He even gave \eectibns as to how to use your source of
strength. “Casting all your care upon Him, for ¢égeth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7).

A HAPPY ENDING



When your ministry and the sacrifices that arehsa@art of it become joyless because trying to
balance all your responsibilities seems like mdra guggling act— then lookup andout and see your
strength. God comforts you with the knowledge tf@it are to live one day at a time and take noghbu
(don’t be anxious or worried) about the future, & has it all under His almighty control. Enjaca day
and the opportunities God gives you to do His KomgdWork and to share this life with your loved ones
Each day is so different and brings with it manypanmunities to make positive efforts in your minysand
with your family, and so to have an everlastingbgifive effect on all those around you.

Therefore, it is only when we look to God and avi@yn ourselves (this is true self-sacrifice) that
we can clearly see that a joyful balance can behexh The result will be a fruitful ministry, aelsked
family life, and a joyful reunion with the Lord meaven.




