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"Meditate

<?

upon these things;

give thyself

wholly to them;

that thy profiting

may appear unto all"

I  Timothy 4:15
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DO WE PASTORS PRAY AS WE OUGHT?

There are numerous times during the course of a year
when we as pastors have occasion to repeat to our people
the exhortation of St. Paul: "Examine yourselves, whether
ye be in the faith," 2 Cor. 13:5. Before distributing
the Lord's Supper, we remind our communicant members of
the significance of the Apostle's words: "Let a man
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and
drink of that cup," 1 Cor. 11:28. The end of a church
year or a calendar year affords us with yet another op
portunity to engage our people in some serious spiritual
self-examination.

While carrying out this duty of exhorting others to
examine themselves, we should be on guard that we do not
skip too lightly over our own self-examination. We
pastors, too, should surely examine ourselves as Christ
ians, and consider our inner, spiritual life. And we
should not only review our inner, spiritual life, but
also our professional life. Are things all right in my
office? Am I to be found faithful? (1 Cor. 4:2) Am I
faithful in the preparation of my sermons, faithful in
leading the lambs to pasture, faithful in the care of
each individual soul, faithful in guiding the congrega
tion? Am I a faithful servant of my Lord? In my
pastoral office do I always seek only His glory and not
my <ii^n, and the edification and salvation of immortal
souls which the Chief Shepherd has entrusted to me?
These and similar questions press upon us, and we wish to
answer them truthfully and conscientiously, without self-
deception, before the eyes of Him who examines the heart
and reins (Ps. 26:2). We want to humble ourselves before
our Lord and ask Him, from Whom all faithfulness and
ability comes, for grace and power to conduct the office
of the New Testament. In this self-examination we should
also direct our attention to one function of our office
which we so easily forget and neglect, namely, to prayer,
and in particular to the prayers of our office.

Prayer belongs to the office of the pastor. There
fore pastors should be diligent in prayer. Even in so



far as he is a Christian, a pastor should lead a life of
prayer. His high office has special built-in dangers for
his spiritual life. Satan directs his fiery arrows of
trial and temptation straight at him. How he rejoices,
when he causes a leader in the opposition army to fall in
battle I How important and necessary it is for the pastor
to pray diligently that God may guard and keep him, so
that the devil, the world, and his own flesh may not
deceive him, nor lead him into misbelief, despair, and
other great shame and vice, and though he be assailed by
them, that still he may finally overcome and obtain the
victory. But alongside of this personal prayer, the
pastor is to pray for his office and in his office. It
is this prayer in the office of the pastor to which we
shall here direct our attention.

I.

Surely it is clear to us all that prayer is a part
of our office commended to us by God. In the first
Christian congregation at Jerusalem there arose a mur
muring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because some
among them thought that their widows were being neglected
in the daily ministration. The apostles then had the
congregation choose seven men to serve as deacons, or
distributors of alms. "But we," the apostles added,
"will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the
ministry of the Word," Acts 6:4. The apostolic office
therefore consisted in these two parts: prayer, and the
ministry of the Word. The same holds true of the office
of every preacher. Just as surely as the ministry of the
Word belongs to his office, that is, that he unceasingly
sets forth God's Word in the congregation, preaching it
publicly and individually, and thereby edifies, exhorts,
warns, and comforts, just so surely prayer also belongs
to his office. As surely as a pastor is unfaithful in
his office when he does not set forth God's Word and
constantly apply it to the people in his sermons, in his
instruction of the children, and in his pastoral care in
general, just so surely is he unfaithful when he neglects
prayer, which likewise belongs to his office. The only
difference is that the "ministry of the Word" is largely



a public matter, whereas "prayer" is a private matter.
Our prayers should be two-fold. First, we pastors

should pray for ourselves and our office, that God would
grant us true ability and faithfulness, true understanding
and wisdom. How necessary this prayer is for us I God
has entrusted us with a very high office, involving great
responsibility. We are to be fellow-workers in the
building of God's glorious temple, His Church, against
which the gates of hell shall not prevail. We are to
preach His Word, both Law and Gospel, and rightly divide
it, giving it to each individual soul according to its
need, as doctrine, admonition or comfort. We are thus
to lead the souls of men, to save poor sinners from
eternal destruction and guide them into eternal life. We
are to picture Christ before the souls of men: Christ,
IVho was crucified for our sins and was raised again for
our justification, that He might have a place in the
hearts of our hearers. God has entrusted to us the souls
of our congregations. He will require an accounting of
us, and will require of us the blood of those who, through
our fault, were lost through our negligence. The Lord
Himself, the Chief Shepherd of His Church, says: "Who
then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord
shall make ruler over his household, to give them their
portion of meat in due season?" Luke 12:42.

It is very important that we should be wise, able
stewards. But when we consider the magnitude and respon
sibility of this office, as well as our own weakness and
sinfulness, must we not cry out: "Who is sufficient for
these things?" (2 Cor. 2:16), sufficient and able to
administer this office of the New Testament. Must we not
answer with the Apostle: "Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think any things as of ourselves"? (2 Cor.
3:5). We stewards must learn ever better to recognize
this, and understand it ever more deeply and clearly. A
theologian must thoroughly despair of his own power.
That which comes out of our own views and opinions is of
no use to this office. "Our sufficiency is of God" (2
Cor. 3:5). God must not only help us and stand by us,
raise and carry our weak powers, but He must give us all
sufficiency for our office. He alone can give this to us
and He gives it to us through His Word. The only means



we have zo receive true spiritual sufficiency as faithful
stewards, and therefore the only means we have to carry
out our office in caring for souls, is Holy Scripture,
the Word of God. Our office exists completely therein:
to bring the Word of God to the souls of men, to teach
God's Word publicly and individually, to exhort, warn,
comfort, whenever it is necessary. If we are going to be
truly sufficient and capable of rightly using this means
-- Law and Gospel -- rightly dividing it and giving to
each what he needs, when we ourselves must understand it
ever better, search in it ever more deeply, live in God's
Word, and experience its power ever more deeply in our
hearts.

But to understand God's Word according to its actual
contents, according to the divine thoughts and truths of
eternal salvation which lie therein, is something that no
man can do by himself, no matter how wise and intelligent
he may be. Holy Scripture is a most wonderful book. It
is not the words of mere men, but the Word of God. Since
the Holy Spirit is the true author of this book. He alone
can open to us a true understanding of this Book through
His enlightening power, lead us into Scripture, and thus
make us sufficient for the ministry of the Word. Our
sufficiency as wise stewards is from God. It is a gra
cious gift of His Holy Spirit. At the same time, God
would have us pray for His gifts. How very necessary it
IS that we pray for true sufficiency, for true theological
wisdom and intelligence! Erasmus once wrote some beauti
ful words: "Whoever wishes to be apt to teach
(6l(5(wti.k6s) , as Paul requires, that is, capable of
setting forth the doctrine of God, let such an one make
diligently sure that he is first taught of God
{Oeo6(!&XKTOC) ." (Ecclesiastes . p. 20.) Luther rightly
placed the oratio ("prayer") first and foremost among
the three parts which shape the theologian.

I'/hen God has given us the true aptitude (or suf
ficiency), then we do not automatically possess it as a
gift that can never be lost for all time. The true apti
tude of a theologian consists in this very thing, that
God gives him new aptitude each day through study,
through understanding of the Word, through meditatio and
tentatio. and thus continually makes him sufficient for


